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18 pieces. What then if Satan has become divided ? Can his kingdom 
survive ? 

19 Now you say that I get my power over demons from the ruler 
of demons; but if that is where I get mine from, from whom do 
your people get theirs? 

Therefore they shall be your judges. 

20 On the other hand, if I drive out demons by the finger of God, 
it is a sign that God’s kingdom has come upon you. 

zi So long as a strong man is armed and keeps guard on his house, 

22 his property will be secure. But if a stronger one attacks and 
overcomes him, he takes away the arms on which he relied, and 
can then divide the spoils. 

23 The man who is not with me is against me; the man who does not 
gather with me scatters. 

Winning the war and losing the peace 

24 When an unclean spirit goes out from a person, it scours the 
waterless desert looking for a place of rest. When it does not find 

25 it, it says, ‘I will go back to the house I left.’ So it goes back and 

26 finds the house all swept and tidied up. Then it sets out again, 
and picks up seven other spirits worse than itself; and they 
enter the house and take possession of it. 

At the end, therefore, that man’s plight is worse than it was at 
the start.” 

Happy he with such a mother 

27 While he was saying these things, a woman in the crowd raised 
her voice and exclaimed, “Blessed the mother who bore you in 
her womb, and fed you at her breast!” 

28 And he replied, “Blessed, rather, those who hear God’s word 
and keep it!” 
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Precious the penitential tear 
And precious is the sigh sincere 

As the crowds were thronging to him, Jesus said, “The present 29 
age is evil. It wants a sign, and no sign will be given it, except 
the sign of Jona. As Jona was a sign for the people of Niniveh, so 30 
too the Son of Man will be a sign for the men of the present age. 
The queen of the South will rise in judgement with the people 31 
of the present age and will condemn them; for she came from the 
ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon. 

And look! Here stands a greater than Solomon. 

The men of Niniveh will rise in judgement with the people of 32 
the present age and will condemn them; for they repented at the 
call of Jona. 

And look! Here stands a greater than Jona. 

Light shines out of darkness 

Nobody lights a lamp and hides it in a cellar, or under a vessel; 33 
it is set on a stand so that all who enter may enjoy its light. 

If once we lose this light 

The lamp of your body is the eye. If your eye is unclouded, your 34 
whole body is lighted; but if your eye is evil then your body 
is dark. 

Watch therefore lest the light within you be covered in darkness. 35 
When your body is bright all over, and has no dark shadows in 36 
it, it will be altogether bright, as if the beam of a lamp were 
shining on you.” 

No inner vileness that we dread? 

When he had finished speaking he was asked to dinner by a 37 
Pharisee; Jesus therefore went to his house and took a place at 
table. And the Pharisee was shocked to see that he did not wash 38 
himself before the meal. 

So the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees make clean the 39 
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outside of cup and dish, while your own hearts are filled with 

40 greed and wickedness. How senseless! Did not the same Creator 

41 who made the outside also make the inside? Give instead to the 
poor the contents of cup and dish, and then all is clean for you. 

42 But woe to you, Pharisees! You pay tithes of every garden herb 
and vegetable, while you disregard justice and the love of God. 
These it was your duty to observe, while not omitting the rest. 

43 Woe to you, Pharisees! You like to have the top seats in the 
synagogue, and special honours in the streets. 

44 Woe to you! You are like graves with weathered slabs; people 
walk on them without knowing it.” 

There are men whose minds the Dead have ravished 

45 One of the doctors of the law said to him in reply, “Master, by 
these words you are also insulting us.” 

46 And Jesus said to him, “Woe to you as well—you doctors of the 
law! You load men down with unbearable loads, and will not 
touch them yourselves with a finger. 

47 Woe to you! You build the monuments of the prophets—when 

48 it was your own fathers who murdered them. You attest your 
approval of their deeds; they killed them, and you build the 
monuments! 

49 That is why the Wisdom of God has said, ‘I will send them 
prophets and apostles and some of these they will persecute and 

50 kill.’ Therefore the present age will answer for the blood of all 

51 the prophets shed since the beginning of the world; from the 
blood of Abel to the blood of Zachary, who was killed between 
the altar and the temple—yes, I tell you, the present age will 
answer for it all! 

32 Woe to you, doctors of the law! For you have taken away the key 
of knowledge. You yourselves did not go in; and the people who 
were on the way in you stopped.” 

S3 Jesus then went away. 

And the teachers of the law and the Pharisees became extremely 
hostile, hanging on every word he said, and laying traps in the 
hope of snaring him through his own words. 
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To grow straight in the strength of thy spirit, and live out thy life 
as the light 

Meanwhile, when so many thousands of people had come 12, i 
together that they were walking on one another, Jesus first began 
to warn his own disciples: “Be on your guard against the in¬ 
fluence of the Pharisees—I mean hypocrisy. For nothing is 2 
covered up that will not come to light; nothing is hidden that 
will not be disclosed. Whatever you have whispered in the dark 3 
will be heard in the light of day; whatever you have spoken in 
secret will be proclaimed from the house-tops. 

The place where, in the end. 

We shall find our happiness, or not at all 

To you my friends I say: have no fear of those who may kill the 4 
body, but afterwards can do no more. Let me tell you whom to 5 
fear. Fear the One who, after the killing, has power to hurl into 
hell. Yes, I tell you, he is the One to fear! 

Are not five sparrows sold for a couple of pence? And yet, not 6 
one of them is forgotten before God. Not only that—even the 7 
hairs of your head are all numbered. Have no fear therefore. God 
lays more store on you than on all the birds. 

The everlasting yea—or nay 

I tell you this: if anyone declares for me before men, the Son 8 
of Man will also declare for him before the angels of God; if 9 
anyone disowns me before men, he will be disowned before the 
angels of God. 

Tell me what you mean by a sense of sin 

Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man, can still be 10 
forgiven; but whoever slanders the Holy Spirit, will never be 
forgiven. 

Set a watch O Lord before my mouth, keep the door of my lips 
Whenever you are brought before court-assembles and state- 11 
authorities, do not worry about what you are to say in your 
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12 defence. When the actual moment comes, the Holy Spirit will 
tell you whatever needs to be said.” 

A chronicle of wasted, time 

13 Someone from the crowd said to him, “Master, please make my 
brother share the inheritance with me.” 

14 And Jesus replied, “Friend, who has appointed me to be judge 
or arbitrator over you?” 

15 Then he said to them, “Be on your guard against avarice in any 
form. A man’s life does not depend on his possessions, not even 
when he is rich.” 

16 And he told them the following story: 

“There was once a rich man whose lands produced heavy crops. 

17 ‘What am I to do,’ he asked himself, ‘since I've nowhere to store 

18 my crops?’ Then he decided, ‘I know what I’ll do! I’ll pull 
down my barns and build bigger ones, where I can store away 

19 my wheat and all my goods. And then I’ll be able to sit back and 
say to myself: Listen, man, you’ve put away enough good things 
to last for many years! Take things easy. Eat, drink, and have a 
good time.’ 

20 God, however, said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life 
will be taken from you. All that you have stored away here—who 
is it for ?’ 

21 That is the way with the man who gathers riches for himself, 
and is not rich towards God.” 

Wherefore tonight so full of care? 

22 “I tell you therefore,” he said to the disciples, “do not worry 
over the needs of life or of body—what to eat, or where to find 

23 clothing; for life counts more than nourishment, and the body 
more than clothing. 

24 Learn from the crows: they neither sow nor reap, they have 
neither stores nor bams, but still God looks after them. 

And you, are you not much more important than the birds ? 

25 Can any of you by worrying add to the span of his life ? And if 
even that much is not in your power, why are you anxious about 
the rest? 

244 






LUKE 12 


Look at the lilies: they neither spin nor make themselves clothes. 27 
And yet, I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendour was 
dressed like one of them. 

If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which blooms 28 
today and tomorrow is thrown in the fire, how much more will 
he look after you, for all your want of faith! So you too should 29 
not be anxious about what you are to eat or drink. Do not 
worry about them. People of the world go running after these 30 
things, but you have a Father who knows that you need them. 

Let your care be for God’s kingdom, and the rest will be looked 31 
after by God. 

So small the flock, so rich the promise! 

Have no fear, little flock. It has pleased your Father to give you 32 
the kingdom. 

—Take all thou art, and give it to the poor 

Sell your property and give all away in charity. Make yourselves 33 
purses that will not wear out. Store up an imperishable treasure 
with God, where no thief breaks in, or moth destroys. 

Wherever your treasure is, there your heart will be. 34 

Duly and daily serving him 

Be ready for action and have your lamps lighted, like men 35 
awaiting their master’s return from the feast; the moment he 36 
arrives and knocks at the door, they are ready to receive him. 
Happy indeed the servants whom the master finds awake at his 37 
return! Believe me, he will sit them at his table, and put on his 
apron, and come himself and wait upon them. 

And if he comes late in the night, or early in the morning, and 38 
still finds them ready, happy those servants! 

At least you know that if the master of the house knew the hour 39 
when the thief was coming, he would take care not to have his 
house broken into. 

Therefore you too must be ready; for the Son of Man will come 40 
at a moment when you least expect him.” 
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Tears of years unharvested 

41 Peter asked him, “Do you mean this parable only for us, or is it 
for everyone?” 

42 And the Lord replied, "Who do you think is a reliable and careful 
steward? Whom does the master put in charge of his servants, 
to distribute rations when they are due ? 

43 Happy the servant whom the master finds doing his duty when 

44 he comes. I assure you, he will put him in charge of his whole 
business. 

45 Suppose, however, that that servant says to himself, ‘My master 
won’t be back for a long time yet!’ Suppose he starts bullying 
the men and women in his care, or goes in for orgies of eating 

46 and drinking—what then? His master will come on a day when 
he is not expected, at an hour that he does not know, and will 
give him a trouncing; he will put him down with the good-for- 
nothings. 

47 When a servant knows his master’s wishes but does not follow 

48 them up or carry them out, he will be severely punished. But 
when a servant does not know his master’s wishes—even if he 
does wrong and deserves a beating—he will be less severely 
punished. 

If much has been given to a man, much will be expected of him; 

and the more has been entrusted to him, the more will be de¬ 
manded of him. 

Far into the country of Sorrow 

49 I have come to set fire to the world. And how I wish the flames 
were already kindled! 

50 But first I have to pass through a baptism of suffering, and great 
is my anguish until it be over. 

51 Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the world ? No, 

52 I tell you, not peace but division. From now on, even within a 
household of five people, there will be division. Three will be 

53 divided from two, or two from three: a father from his son, or 
a son from his father; a mother from her daughter, or a daughter 
from her mother; a mother-in-law from her daughter-in-law, or 
a daughter-in-law from her mother-in-law.” 
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The proper darkness of humanity 

He said to the people, “Whenever you see clouds rising in the 54 
west, you know that rain is on the way; and the rain comes. 
Whenever a south-wind blows, you know that heat is on the way; 55 
and the heat-wave comes. 

Hypocrites! You know how to discern the signs of earth and sky. 56 
How is it that you cannot discern the signs of the present age ? 57 
Or why can you not judge for yourselves what is right ? 

Can tico walk together except they be agreed? 

If you are going to law with an opponent, you will do well to 58 
make peace with him on the way to court. For there is a danger 
that he may land you before the judge, that the judge may hand 
you over to the police, and the police may throw you in jail. 

I tell you, not until you have paid the last penny will you get out.” 59 

In this world 

It is inexplicable, the resolution is in another 

On that occasion people came with news of the Galileans whose 13, 
blood Pilate had shed along with that of their victims of sacrifice. 
Jesus replied, "Do you think that, because they suffered all this, 2 
these Galileans were proved to be sinners more than the others ? 3 
That is not so. I assure you, unless you are converted, you will 
all perish as they did. 

Or do you think that the eighteen people who were killed when 4 
the tower collapsed on them at Siloam were more guilty than 
all the other residents of Jerusalem? That is not so. Unless you 5 
are converted, you will all perish as they did.” 

Only love hath no decay 

He told them this parable: “A certain man had a fig-tree growing 6 
in his vineyard and came to it looking for fruit, but found none. 

So he said to his gardener, ‘For three years now I have been 7 
coming to this tree looking for fruit and have found none. Cut 
it down! Why let it take the good out of the soil?’ 

But the gardener replied, ‘Sir, let it stand for another year. I’ll 8 
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9 dig round it and manure it. Who knows? It may yet produce 
fruit. If it doesn’t, then you can cut it down.’ ” 

Honour has come back, as a King, to the earth 

10 One sabbath-day Jesus was teaching in one of their synagogues. 

11 And there was a woman present with a terrible affliction which 
she had borne for all of eighteen years; she was completely 
doubled up, and could not straighten herself. 

12 On seeing her, Jesus called her over and said, as he laid his hands 
on her, “Your bondage is at an end.” 

13 And she immediately straightened up and began to pour out 
thanks to God. 

14 But the master of the synagogue was very angry, because Jesus 
healed her on the sabbath. He announced to the people, “There 
are six working-days on which to work. Come to be healed on 
one of these—and not on the sabbath.” 

15 And the Lord replied to him, “Hypocrites! Is there any one of 
you who will not untie his ox or ass from the stable on the sabbath 

16 and lead it out to water? Here is a daughter of Abraham whom 
Satan has tied up for eighteen years; should she not have been 
freed of her handicap, even on the sabbath ?” 

17 His opponents were all put to shame by his words; and the people 
were all filled with joy over' his wonderful deeds. 

What in itself it is, and would become 

18 He once said, “What is God’s kingdom like? Or how shall I 

19 describe it? It is like a grain of mustard-seed which a man 
planted in his garden; it grew up to become a tree, and the birds 
of the sky made their home in its branches.” 

20 Again he asked, “How shall I describe God’s kingdom ? 

21 It is like a pinch of ferment which a woman worked into a large 
quantity of flour, until the whole was fermented.” 

We are closed in, and the key is turned 
On our uncertainty 


As he journeyed towards Jerusalem he visited towns and villages 
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23 and taught in them. Someone asked him, “Sir, is it true that 
only few are saved ?” 

24 And Jesus replied, “Strive to enter by the narrow gate. I tell you, 
many will want to enter, and will not be able. 

25 Once the man of the house has got up and closed the door you 
may come along and stand knocking outside, and say to him, 
‘Please, Lord, please open to us!’ 

He will reply, ‘You are no friends of mine. Where are you from ?’ 

26 At that you may well protest, ‘But we ate and drank with you. 

27 You taught us in our streets,’ and still he will say to you: ‘You 
are unknown to me. Get away from me, all you evil-doers!’ 

28 There, I tell you, will be the wailing and anguish of remorse— 
when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets 
in God’s kingdom, and you yourselves thrown out! 

While the rejected and condemned become 
Agents of the divine 

29 From the east and the west, from the north and the south, they 
will come and sit at table in God’s kingdom. 

30 For that is the way: people are now last who will be first, and 
people first who will be last.” 

And 1 am not in danger: only near to death 

31 At that time some Pharisees came to him and said, “You had 
better leave this place and go away. Herod plans to kill you.” 

32 Jesus said to them, “Go and tell that fox: today and tomorrow 
I drive out demons and work cures; the third day I shall reach 

33 rny goal. Nevertheless today and tomorrow, and the day after, 
I must pursue my journey; for it is not possible that a prophet 
should die outside Jerusalem. 

He who wept for Jerusalem 
Now sees his prophecy extend 
Across the greatest cities of the world 

34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones 
the men whom God sends to you, how often I have wanted to 
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gather your children, as a hen gathers her brood under her 
wings, but you were not willing. The word of the prophet will 35 
come true: ‘your home will be lost to you.’ 

I tell you this: you shall not see me again until the time comes 
when you will say, ‘God’s blessing on him who comes in the 
name of the Lord.’ ” 

All that l would like to be is human 

One sabbath-day, when he came to dinner at the house of a 14, 1 
leader of the Pharisees, they were all watching him closely. 

Directly in front of him there was a man who suffered from swell- 2 
ing of the limbs. 

And Jesus asked the doctors of the law and the Pharisees, “Is it 3 
permitted to heal on the sabbath or not?” 

But they said nothing. 4 

So he laid his hands on the man, healed him, and sent him away. 

Then he turned to them and said, “If one of you has a child or j 
an ox that falls into a pit, will you not immediately pull it out, 
even on the sabbath?” 

And they had no answer to this. 6 

Friend, go up higher 

He noticed how the guests were trying to get places of honour 7 
at the table, so he told them this parable: “Whenever you are 8 
invited to a wedding-feast, be sure not to go to the place of 
honour. For it could happen that someone more important than 
you has been invited, and the host may have to come to you and 9 
say, ‘Give this man your place.’ Then you will have to swallow 
your pride and go down to the last place. 

Whenever you are invited you should go instead to the last place, 10 
so that when the host comes along, he will say to you, ‘Friend, 
go up higher.’ And you will be distinguished before all your 
fellow-guests. 

The man who exalts himself will be humbled; the man who 11 
humbles himself will be exalted.” 
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But all mankind's concern is charity 

12 He said to his host, “Whenever you give a dinner or a party, 
take care not to invite your friends or brothers or relatives or 
rich neighbours; for there is a danger that they may return your 

13 invitation and you will be repaid. When giving a banquet you 
should rather invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; 

14 and it will be all to your good that these cannot pay you back, for 
you will be rewarded on the day that the saints rise from the 
dead.” 

For God’s invincible spring our love is made afraid 

15 One of the guests who was listening exclaimed, “Happy the man 
who will feast in God’s kingdom!” 

16 And Jesus told him the following story: 

17 “A man once gave a great banquet and invited many guests. At 
the time for the dinner he sent his servant to tell the invited 
guests, ‘Come along, everything is ready.’ 

18 And from the very start they all began to make excuses. 

One said to him, ‘I have bought a farm and I have to go and 
look it over. My apologies!’ 

19 Another, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen and am going to try 
them. My apologies! ’ 

20 And another, ‘I have just married, so I cannot come.’ 

They told me there, that He was lately gone 
About some land, which He had dearly bought 

21 The servant came and reported all this to his master. And the 
man of the house was very angry, so he said to his servant, ‘Go 
out quickly to the city-squares and streets and bring the poor 
people in here, and the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’ 

22 The servant reported, ‘Sir, your orders have been carried out, 
but there is still room.’ 

23 And the master said to his servant, ‘Go out along the roads and 
the hedge-rows and compel them to come in, so that my house 

24 may be filled. For I tell you, none of those who were invited shall 
enjoy my banquet.’” 
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It is one thing to be asked to leave sin and evil, quite another to 
leave the good, the great, the beautiful 
Large crowds of people were travelling the road with him. And 25 
Jesus turned round and said to them, “If anyone comes to me 26 
without setting aside his father, mother, wife, children, brothers, 
sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple. 

Whoever is not prepared to carry his cross and come after me, 27 
cannot be my disciple. 

Now comes the pain of truth, to whom ’tis pain 

Suppose one of you is thinking of putting up a building. Will he 28 
not first sit down and count the cost, to see if he has enough to 
finish it ? Otherwise, when he has laid the foundations and cannot 29 
complete the work, his neighbours will start making fun of him: 30 
‘Look at the fellow who started to build, and couldn’t finish!’ 

Or suppose a king is making war on another king. Will he not 31 
first sit down and seek advice before setting out, to see whether 
with an army of ten divisions he is strong enough to take on an 
enemy attacking with twenty? If not, he will send delegates to 32 
sue for peace while the enemy is still a long way off. 

So too, if anyone among you is not prepared to give up all belong- 33 
ing to him he cannot be my disciple. 

The mortal sickness of a mind 

Salt is useful. But if salt becomes insipid, is there any way of 34 
restoring its taste ? It is no longer fit for either soil or dung-heap. 35 
It is just thrown out. 

Whoever has ears to hear with, let him listen.” 

The wretched plead against us; multitudes 
Countless and vehement, the Sons of God 

All the tax-collectors and the social outcasts were also approach- 15,1 
ing Jesus to listen to him. 

But the Pharisees and the doctors of the law murmured dis- 2 
approval. “Why,” they said, “this man receives sinners and 
dines with them!” 
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The heart half broken in ashes and in lies 
But sustained by the immensity of the divine 
3 Jesus replied with the following story: “Suppose one of you has 
a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Will he not leave the 
ninety-nine others wander on the moor and go looking for the 

5 one that was lost, until he finds it ? And how glad he will be to 

6 find it! He will carry it on his shoulders, and go home and invite 
his friends and neighbours and say to them, ‘Come and rejoice 
with me; I have found the sheep that I lost!’ 

7 So too, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 
who repents than over ninety-nine good people who don’t have 

8 Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one of them. 
Will she not light a lamp and sweep the house and search every¬ 
where until she finds it? 

9 And as soon as she finds it she calls in her friends and neighbours 
and says to them, ‘Rejoice with me! I have found the silver that 
I lost.’ 

10 So too, I tell you, there is joy among God’s angels over a single 
sinner who repents.” 

I fled him down the nights and down the days 
I fled him down the arches of the years 

11 Then he told another story: 

12 “A man once had two sons. And the younger one said to his 
father, ‘Father, let me have my share of the property.’ 

So the father shared his property between them. 

13 Some days later, the younger son gathered up his belongings 
and left home for a country far away, where he soon squandered 
his money, living recklessly. 

14 Then, when he had spent everything, a terrible famine came to 

15 that country, and he began to suffer need. So he went and got a 
job from a citizen, who sent him to look after pigs on his farm; 

16 and he would have liked to fill his belly with the swill fed to the 
pigs, but no one gave him a thing. 

17 Finally he came to his senses and began to reflect, ‘To think of 
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all the servants employed by my father and the plenty they have 
to eat, while I’m here dying of hunger! 

18 I will get ready and go back to my father. I will say to him, 

19 Father, I have sinned against God and against you. I’m no 
longer fit to be called your son. Treat me as one of your paid 
servants.’ 

20 So he got ready and went back to his father. And his father saw 
him coming when he was still a long way from home; he felt 
sorry for him and, running out to meet him, hugged him and 
kissed him. 

21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against God 
and against you; I am no longer fit to be called your son.’ 

22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Go quickly there! Get a good 
Sunday suit and dress him! Put a ring on his finger and shoes 

23 on his feet, and bring in that stall-fed calf and kill it. We’re going 

24 to celebrate with a dinner. For this son of mine was dead and 
has come to life; he was lost, and has been found.’ 

So they began to celebrate. 

Victim to his heart’s invisible furies 

25 Now the elder son was still out on the farm. And as he got near 
the house on his way home, he could hear the sound of music 

26 and dancing. He called one of the servants and asked what it 

27 was all about. And he was told, ‘Your brother has come back 
and your father has killed the stall-fed calf out of joy that he has 
received him safe and well.’ 

28 This made him so angry that he would not go into the house; 
and his father came out and tried to calm him down. 

29 ‘Look!’ he answered back to his father, ‘I have slaved hard for 
you during all these years and I have never disobeyed your 
orders. And yet, you never gave me so much as a kid-goat, to 

30 let me celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours 
comes back, having spent all your money on prostitutes, you 
go and kill for him the stall-fed calf!’ 

31 ‘My boy,’ replied his father, ‘you have always been with me; 
everything I have is yours. But the least we could do was to have 

32 a dinner and celebrate. Your brother here was dead and has come 
to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ” 



LUKE 16 


What buried worm of guilt. 

Or what malignant doubt? 

He said to his disciples: 16, i 

“A rich man once had a manager who was reported to him for 
mismanaging his property. 

So he summoned him and said, ‘What is this I hear about you ? 2 
I want a report of what you have been doing. You can’t continue 
to be manager.’ 

And all arrogance of earthen riches 

So the manager began to think it over: ‘What am I to do? My 3 
employer is dismissing me from my job. Digging is beyond me, 
and I'd rather die than start begging. 

But of course! Now that I’m losing my job as manager, the thing 4 
to do is to make friends who will give me hospitality.’ 

So he called in his master’s debtors, one at a time. 5 

He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 

And he replied: ‘A hundred casks of olive-oil.’ 6 

‘Quick!’ said the manager, ‘take your account-book, sit down and 
write fifty.’ 

He asked the second, ‘How much do you owe my master ?’ 7 

And he replied, 'A hundred bushels of wheat.’ 

‘Take your account-book and write eighty,’ said the manager.” 

And the Lord commended the dishonest manager for the fore- 8 
sight he showed. He added, “The men of this world, in their 
dealings with their own people, show greater foresight than the 
children of light. 

Who love their fellows even to the death 
Who feel the giant agony of the world 

I say to you then, use that evil money to make yourselves friends; 9 
when the money ceases to count, you will be received into the 
eternal home. 

Heaven is our heritage 
Earth but a player’s stage 

The man who is faithful in the little things is faithful also in the 10 
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great; the man who is dishonest in the little things is dishonest 
also in the great. 

11 If you have not been faithful in your use of evil money, who will 

12 trust you with real wealth? If you have not been faithful in what 
belongs to another, who will give you what is your own ? 

Life’s business—a terrible choice 

13 A servant cannot serve two masters. Either he will hate the one 
and love the other; or he will take to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot at the same time serve God and money.” 

I have seen the righteous forsaken 

14 Now the Pharisees were fond of money; so when they heard all 
this they expressed their scorn. 

15 And Jesus said to them, “You Pharisees think yourselves 
righteous before men, but the verdict is your own. God sees 
through you; for what men count as distinction God regards as 
an abomination. 

O Christ who holds the open gate 

16 The law and the prophets had their day until John. Since then 
God’s kingdom is being preached, and all are storming into it. 

17 Heaven and earth will pass away sooner than the smallest detail 
of the law will lose its force. 

Till death us do part 

18 Any man who divorces his wife and marries another commits 
adultery; and any man who marries a wife divorced from her 
husband commits adultery. 

Oh teach me to see Death and not to fear 

19 There was once a rich man who used dress in clothes of the finest 
material and enjoy himself in a big way day after day. 

20 And there was a poor man called Lazarus who lay, covered with 

21 sores, outside the rich man’s door, asking only to be fed with 


262 






LUKE 16/17 

scraps from his table. Even the dogs used come and lick his sores. 

22 Now one day the poor man died and was carried away by the 
angels to recline at the feast with Abraham. 

And the rich man also died and was buried. 

23 From his torment in the world of the dead he looked up and saw 
Abraham in the far distance, and Lazarus in happiness with him. 

24 So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me! Allow 
Lazarus to come and dip the tip of his finger in water and cool 
my tongue; for I suffer agony in this flame.’ 

25 And Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that during your life you 
received the good things and Lazarus the bad. So he is now being 
comforted here, whereas you suffer pain. 

26 Besides, there is a great gulf set between us; those who wish to 
cross from our place to yours cannot do so, nor can your people 

27 And the rich man said, ‘Then I beg you, Father Abraham, to 

28 send him to my father’s house; for I still have five brothers. If 
only he could warn them, lest they, too, come to this place of 
torment.’ 

29 ‘They have Moses and the Prophets,’ said Abraham, ‘let them 
listen to them.’ 

30 And the rich man said, ‘No, they won’t, Father Abraham; but 
if someone from the dead visits them, then they will change 
their ways.’ 

31 And Abraham replied, ‘If they won’t listen to Moses and the 
Prophets, neither will they be impressed if someone rises from 
the dead.’ ” 

The worst sin towards our fellow-creatures 

17, 1 He said to his disciples, “It is impossible that scandal and 
corruption should ever have an end; but woe to any man who 
causes scandal! 

2 It would be better for him to be hurled into the sea with a mill¬ 
stone hung about his neck, than to cause one of these little ones 
to fall away. So be careful. 

Corroding silence is the worst 

3 If a fellow-Christian wrongs you, admonish him; and if he is 
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sorry for it, forgive him. Even if he wrongs you seven times a 4 
day, and comes back seven times saying ‘I’m sorry!’, you must 
still forgive him.” 

That Light whose smile kindles the universe 

The Apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith”. And the 5 
Lord replied, “If you had faith no greater than a mustard-seed, 
you could say to this mulberry-tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted 
in the sea’ and it would obey you. 

To give and not to count the cost 

Suppose one of you employs a ploughman or a shepherd. 7 

Will you say to him, when he comes in from the fields, ‘Sit down 
here and eat’ ? 

Won’t you rather say, ‘Get me my dinner! Put on your apron and 8 
serve me, while I eat and drink; afterwards you can cat yourself.’? 

Is the servant to be thanked for doing what he was told ? 9 

The same with you. When you have done all you have been told 10 
to do, your comment should be: ‘We’re just ordinary servants; 
we have only done our duty.’ ” 

Beggar that 1 am, I am even poor in thanks 

On his way up to Jerusalem he was going through Samaria and 11 
Galilee. And as he was entering a certain village ten lepers were 12 
there to meet him. They stood well out of the way and raised 13 
their voices to say, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” 

Seeing them Jesus said, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” 14 
And while they were on their way they were cured. 

Then one of them, when he found himself cured, returned to 15 
Jesus, praising God at the top of his voice. He threw himself at 16 
his feet to thank him. And the same man was a Samaritan. 

Jesus said, “Were there not ten lepers cured? Where, then, are 17 
the other nine ? Was none of them prepared to come back and give 18 
thanks to God except this foreigner?” 

And he said to him, “Go your way; your faith has saved you.” 19 
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Divine providence has a noiseless course 

20 Asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was going to 
come, Jesus replied, “God’s kingdom does not come in a way 

21 that can be observed. It will be impossible to say, ‘Look, it is 
here’ or ‘Look, it is there’. For the kingdom of God is already 
among you.” 

Though often named He is unknown 
To the dark kingdom at his feet 

22 Turning to his disciples he said, “A time will come when you 
will desire to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but will not 

23 People will say to you, ‘Look there!’ or ‘Look here!’ But stay 
where you are, and do not go running after it. 

24 For as lightning flashes its light from one end of the sky to the 
other, so the Son of Man will be on the day of his coming. 

25 But he must first go through great suffering and be rejected by 
the men of this generation. 

Luxury and riot, feast and dance 

26 As things were in the days of Noah, so they will be in the days 
of the Son of Man. 

27 People were eating and drinking, marrying and being married, 
until the day when Noah entered the ark. And then the flood 
came and destroyed them all. 

28 So too in the days of Lot; people were eating and drinking, 

29 buying and selling, planting and building, until the day that Lot 
came out from Sodom, when fire and sulphur rained down from 
heaven and destroyed them all. 

30 And that too is how it will be on the day that the Son of Man is 
revealed. 

Everlasting farewells 

31 On that day, if a man should happen to be on the roof of his 
house and his goods are all downstairs, let him not go down to 
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fetch them; if he is outside on his farm, let him not turn back. 
Remember what happened to Lot’s wife! 32 

Whoever tries to preserve his life will lose it; whoever is pre- 33 
pared to lose it, will preserve it. 

On that night, I tell you, two men will be in the same bed; one 35 
will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding 
flour at the same mill; one will be taken and the other left.” 
“Where, Lord?” the disciples asked. 37 

And he replied, “Where the carcass lies, there the vultures 
gather.” 

We are not alone in our loneliness 

To show how unfailingly one must pray, without ever giving 18, 
up, Jesus told this story: 

“In a certain town there was a judge, who neither feared God 2 
nor bowed to men. 

And in the same town there was a widow, who was for ever com- 3 
ing to him with the same story: ‘Defend me against my accuser.’ 

For a long time the judge refused; but in the end he said to 4 
himself, ‘I’m not one to fear God or bow to men, but this widow 5 
is getting on my nerves. I will defend her. If I wait any longer 
she’ll drive me crazy.’ 

Now, listen to that decision by a godless judge!” said the Lord. 6 
“And will not God see that justice is done for his chosen ones, 7 
who call to him day and night? Or will he leave them waiting? 

I tell you, he will come to their help quickly. 8 

But when the Son of Man does come, will he find faith on earth?” 

One to brag, the other to pray 

There were some people who were full of confidence in them- 9 
selves and in their own piety, while they despised others. To 
these Jesus told this story: 

“Two men went up to the temple to pray; one was a Pharisee, 10 
the other a tax-collector. 

The Pharisee stood upright and prayed like this: ‘I thank you, 11 
God, that I am not like other men—the thieves, the crooks, the 
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12 adulterers—or like this tax-collector here! I fast twice a week; 
I pay tithes of my whole income.’ 

13 But the tax-collector stood well behind and would not even raise 
his eyes to heaven; he struck his breast and said, ‘O God, have 
mercy on me a sinner.’ 

14 I tell you, he was the one who went home acquitted by God— 
not the other. 

The man who exalts himself will be humbled; the man who 
humbles himself will be exalted.” 

Here a little child I stand 

15 Women even brought their babies to him, to have him touch 
them; and when the disciples saw it, they scolded them. 

16 But Jesus called for the children and said to his disciples, “Let 
the children come to me, and do not stop them; for God’s 
kingdom belongs to their kind. 

17 Believe me, anyone who does not receive God’s kingdom as a 
child shall not enter it.” 

Yet was I sore afraid. 

Lest having him I must have nought beside 

18 A leading Councillor of the Jews said to him, “Good Master, 
what must I do to enter eternal life?” 

19 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is 
good except the one God. You know the commandments: 

20 ‘Do not commit adultery, do not kill, do not steal, do not give 
false witness, honour your father and your mother.’ ” 

21 “But I have kept all these ever since I was a boy,” said the man. 

22 And to this Jesus replied, “Only one thing is wanting to you. 
Sell your property and give the money to the poor—your wealth 
will be in heaven—and then come and follow me.” 

23 And the man became very saddened at this reply, because he 
was extremely rich. 

Dust are our frames; and gilded dust our pride 

24 Seeing how he reacted Jesus said, “How hard it will be for the 

25 rich to enter God’s kingdom. It is easier for a camel to pass 
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through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter God’s 
kingdom.” 

“Who then can be saved?” his hearers said. 26 

And he replied, “What is impossible for men is possible for 27 
God.” 

How serenely they walk, not as I! 

“Look, now,” said Peter, “we have given up all belonging to us 28 
and have followed you!” 

And Jesus said to them, “Believe me, no man gives up home, 29 
wife, brothers, parents, or children, for the sake of God’s 
kingdom, who will not get a rich reward—even in the present 30 
age. And in the world to come he will have eternal life.” 

May we 

Be mindful of this road to Calvary 

He took the Twelve aside and said to them, “We are now going 31 
up to Jerusalem, and all the prophecies of Scripture are to be 
fulfilled in the Son of Man. He will be handed over to the pagans; 32 
they will mock him, insult him, spit upon him; they will beat 33 
him cruelly and put him to death; and on the third day he will 
rise again.” 

But the disciples did not grasp this at all; his words remained 34 
for them a complete mystery which they did not understand. 

Light to shine upon the road 

As he was approaching Jericho a blind man sat begging by the 35 
roadside. Hearing the noise of the passing crowd, he asked what 36 
it was all about; and they told him that Jesus of Nazareth was 37 
coming. He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have pity on me!” 38 
And the people up in front warned him to hold his tongue. 39 
But he shouted all the more, “Son of David, have pity on me!” 

So Jesus stopped and asked them to bring the man to him. “What 40 
do you want of me?” he asked him, as soon as he came near. 
And the blind man answered, “Lord, that I may see again.” 
Jesus said, “Receive your sight; your faith has saved you.” 42 
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43 Immediately he got his sight back, and began to follow him, 
giving thanks to God. 

And all the people who saw it gave praise to God. 

We are too much alone 

19, 1 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through the town. Now 
there was this man called Zacchaeus who was a chief tax- 
collector and very wealthy; he wanted to see what kind of man 

3 Jesus was, but could not do so because the crowd was very big, 

4 and he himself was a small man. So he ran ahead and climbed 
a sycamore-tree, to get a view of Jesus as he was passing by. 

He was a man who used to notice such things 

5 When Jesus came to the spot he looked up and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, come down quickly! Today I must stay in your 

6 Zacchaeus therefore hurried down and was very glad to receive 

7 And on seeing it they all began to murmur disapproval. “Why,” 
they said, “this man has entered the house of a sinner to be his 

8 But Zacchaeus stood a moment and said to the Lord, “Lord, I 
am prepared to give half my goods to the poor; and if I have 
wronged any man, I will repay him four times over.” 

9 And Jesus said, “Salvation has come to this house today. For 

10 this man too is a son of Abraham; and the Son of Man has come 
to seek and to save what was lost.” 

But all the rest is nothing, 

When you have tired your thoughts on earthly things 

11 The people who heard these things began to think, now that he 
was nearing Jerusalem, that the kingdom of God would be 

12 revealed at once. Jesus therefore told them another parable: 

“A nobleman once went to a distant country to receive a kingdom, 
intending to return. 

13 So he summoned ten of his servants and gave to each a large sum 
of silver. ‘Trade with it,’ he said, ‘until I return.’ 
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14 But his fellow-citizens hated this man and sent a delegation after 
him to say, ‘We refuse to have you as our ruler.’ 

My task accomplished and the long day done 

15 In due course he returned after being invested as king and 
summoned the servants to whom he had given the silver, to see 
how each had got on. 

16 The first came to him and said, ‘Sir, your sum of silver has 
increased ten times.’ 

17 And the king replied, ‘Well done! You’re an excellent servant. 
Since you’ve proved yourself in this small matter, you shall have 
charge of ten cities.’ 

18 The second servant came and said, ‘Sir, your sum of silver has 
increased five times.’ 

19 And the king said to him, ‘You shall have charge of five cities.’ 
The past unsighed for and the future sure ? 

20 Then the other servant came and said, ‘Here, sir, is your sum 

21 of silver. I have kept it hidden away in a napkin. I was afraid of 
you, because you’re a hard man; you collect what you didn’t 
put away, and you reap what you didn’t sow.’ 

22 And the king replied to him, ‘My verdict on you has come from 
your own lips, you lazy fellow! You knew that I’m a hard man, 
that I collect what I didn’t put away, and reap what I didn’t 

23 sow. Was there any reason then for not investing my money in 
the banks, so that on my return I should have got it back with 
interest ?’ 

24 He said to the attendants, ‘Take that silver from him and give 
it to the man who made the big profit.’ 

25 And they said to him, ‘Sir, that man already has a fortune.’ 

26 ‘I tell you,’ he said, 'when a man has something to start with, he 
will be given more; but whoever has nothing in reserve will 
forfeit even what he has. 

27 As for my enemies, who would not have me as their king, bring 
them here and kill them before my eyes.’ ” 

28 Having said this Jesus continued his journey, heading towards 
Jerusalem. 
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O Christ the Patron of the Poor 

When he got to Bethphage and Bethany on the Mount of Olives, 29 
he sent ahead two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into 30 
the village facing you, and as you enter it you will find a donkey 
tethered on which no man has yet ridden. Untie it and bring 
it to me. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying the donkey ?’ 31 
say to him, ‘The Lord has need of it.’ ” 

The messengers went off and found everything as he had said. 32 
As they were untying the donkey, the owners asked them what 33 
they were doing, and they replied, “The Lord has need of it.’’ 34 
They brought the donkey to Jesus, flung their coats on its back, 35 
and mounted him on it. And as he rode off, others spread their 36 
coats on the road. 

and everywhere 

The ceremony of innocence is drowned 

Soon he approached the descent on the other side of the Mount 37 
of Olives. And the whole crowd of disciples burst out in joyful 38 
praise to God for all the mighty works they had seen. They 
shouted aloud: 

“Hail to the king, 

who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Peace in heaven, 

And glory to God on high!” 

Some of the Pharisees among the crowd said to him, “Master, 39 
tell your disciples to be quiet.” 

But Jesus replied, “If they keep quiet, the very stones will cry 40 

Since Thou didst weep, as many tears 
Have flowed like hour-glass sand 

As he came nearer, Jesus had a view of the whole city. He wept 41 
over it and said, “If only you knew at this moment the way to your 42 
peace. But no, it is hidden from your eyes. A time will come upon 43 
you, when your enemies will barricade you all around and hem 
you in on every side; when they will raze you to the ground— 44 
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you and your people within you—and will not leave a stone 
standing upon a stone, because you did not open your eyes to 
the time of God’s gracious coming.” 

The nerve for action, the spark of indignation 

45 Then he entered the temple and began to drive out the people 

46 who were trading there. He said, “It is written in Scripture: 
‘My house shall be a house of prayer’; but you have made it a 
hide-out for thieves.” 

Deceit that loves the night and fears the day 

47 Every day he was teaching in the temple. And the chief priests, 
doctors of the law', and leading citizens of the people were most 

48 anxious to do away with him; but they were at a loss what action 
to take, for the people were all enthralled by his words. 

Soon hot, soon cold, 

There is no stability 

20 ,1 One day he was in the temple, teaching and proclaiming the 
gospel to the people, when a delegation of chief priests, doctors 

2 of the law, and elders accosted him and said, “We would like to 
know by what authority you do these things. Who gave you this 
authority ?” 

3 Jesus replied, “I too have a question for you, if you will be so 

4 good as to answer me. What authority had John for his baptism ? 
Was it from God or from men ?” 

5 Having talked it over among themselves, they concluded, “If 
we say from God, he will ask us why we didn’t put faith in John; 

6 if we say from men, the people will all stone us, for they are 
convinced that John was a prophet.” 

7 So they replied that they did not know. 

8 And Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do 
these things.” 

But let not all that wealth of love be wasted 

9 He went on to tell the people this story: 

“A man once planted a vineyard and let it out to tenants, while 
he himself went abroad for a long time. 
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10 In due course he sent a servant to the tenants to collect his share 
of the wine-harvest; but the tenants beat up the servant and sent 
him back empty-handed. 

11 He sent a second servant; and they beat him up too, treated him 
outrageously, and sent him back empty-handed. 

12 He sent a third servant; but they wounded this one too, and 
threw him out. 

13 So the owner of the vineyard said to himself, ‘What can I do 
now—except to send my own son who is dear to me? Perhaps 
they will respect him.’ 

14 And as soon as the tenants saw who it was, they decided on their 
plan: ‘This is the son and heir. Let’s kill him, and the property 

15 So they threw out the son from the vineyard and killed him. 

Now what do you think the owner of the vineyard will do to 
these men ? 

16 He will come and destroy these tenants and give the vineyard to 

Moving towards the unfathomable dark 
“God forbid!” they replied. 

17 But Jesus, fixing his eyes on them, said, “What then does this 
saying of Scripture mean: 

‘The stone rejected by the builders has itself become the 
foundation-stone’ ? 

18 Anyone who falls on this stone will be broken; and anyone on 
whom it falls will be crushed.” 

19 The doctors of the law and the chief priests would have given 
anything to arrest him then and there, for they knew that this 
parable was against themselves; but they feared the people. 

Two spirits of a diverse love 
Contend for loving masterdom 

20 So they kept an eye out. They had as their agents men who pre¬ 
tended to be pious folk, whom they sent to him, hoping to catch 
him in his words, and to hand him over to the authority and 
jurisdiction of the governor. 
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These questioned him as follows: “Master, we know that you 21 
are a man of integrity, that you teach the way of God in all truth 
and are not swayed by public opinion. 

What do you think? Is it right for us to pay tax to Caesar or 22 
not?” 

But Jesus, knowing what was behind it, said to them, “Show me 23 
the coin of the tax. This image I see here, and this inscription— 
to whom do they belong?” 

They replied, “To Caesar.” 

And he said to them, “Give then to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and 25 
to God what is God’s.” 

So they failed to catch him out in anything he said to the people. 26 
After this last reply they were stunned to silence. 

Only those who have flown home to God have flown at all 

Some of the Sadducee party, the people who deny the resurrec- 27 
tion, approached him and asked the following question: “Master, 28 
Moses prescribed for us that if ever a man dies and leaves a wife 
but no children, his brother should marry the wife and raise up 
a family to the dead man. 

Now there were once seven brothers. The first took a wife and 29 
died without children; and the second and third, and all the rest 30 
of the seven, took her as wife, and died, all of them, without 
leaving children. Then the wife herself died. 32 

Now which of these will have her as wife on the day of resurrec- 33 
tion? For all seven had married her.” 

Look for me in the nurseries of heaven 

Jesus replied, “In this world men and women marry. But those 34 
who are judged worthy to participate in that other world and in 
the resurrection of the dead neither marry nor are married. For 36 
they are no longer subject to death, but are like angels; having 
been privileged to rise, they are children of God. 

As for the resurrection of the dead, Moses gave the answer in 37 
the passage about the burning bush. He speaks of the Lord as 38 
the ‘God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob.’ Thus he is 
not a God of the dead, but of the living; for all are alive to him.” 
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39 And at this even some doctors of the law spoke up and said, 
“Well answered. Master!” 

40 In fact no one dared to ask him any more questions. 

In me past, present, future, meet 

41 But he put this question to them: “How can the Messiah be 

42 called David’s Son? For David himself says in the book of 

43 Psalms, ‘The Lord said to my lord, Sit at my right hand, until 
I lay your enemies under your feet.’ 

44 If David calls him ‘Lord’, how can the Messiah be David’s 
Son ?” 

He waited after no pomp and reverence 

45 He said to his disciples, in the hearing of the whole crowd, “Do 
not be led by the doctors of the law. What they like is to parade 
around in long robes, and to be saluted respectfully in the streets; 

47 they look for reserved seats in the synagogues and top places at 
banquets; they swallow up the property of widows, and yet they 
make pretence of praying long prayers. 

For them, judgement will be all the more severe.” 

The will of the giver is more than the gift 

2i, 1 Jesus happened to notice the rich throwing their offerings into 

2 the temple treasury; and he also saw a poor widow throwing in 
a couple of small coins. 

3 “Believe me,” he said, “this poor widow has given more than 

4 all of them. All these others have given what they could well 
afford; she was needy, and yet she gave the last penny she had 
for a living.” 

When the world despairs 

5 Some of them were discussing the temple and the fine appearance 

6 of its splendid stone-work and votive offerings. Jesus said to 
them, “A time will come when not a single stone of what you 
see there will be left intact. All will be torn asunder.” 
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And they asked him, “Master, when will this be? And what will 7 
be the sign that this is to happen ?” 

He replied, “Take care that you are not led astray. Many will 8 
come claiming my authority and saying, *1 am the one’, or ‘The 
time has come’, but do not follow them. And when you hear of 9 
war and rebellions, do not be alarmed; for these must inevitably 
come. The end is not yet.” 

He also told them, “Nation will rise against nation, kingdom 10 
against kingdom. There will be mighty earthquakes, and in some 11 
places famines and plagues; frightening portents will occur, and 
great signs from heaven. 

Carried in the hand of God 

But prior to all this they will arrest and persecute you, and 12 
hand you over to assemblies, and put you in prison, and bring you 
before kings and rulers because of my name. Here then will be 13 
your chance to give witness to me. Be assured therefore that 14 
you must not worry beforehand about your defence. For I will 15 
inspire you with such eloquence and wisdom that none of your 
enemies will be able to oppose you or refute you. 

You will be given up even by parents and brothers, by relatives 16 
and friends. Some of you will be put to death; and you will be 17 
hated by all men because of my name. Nevertheless, not a hair 18 
of your heads will perish; so long as you hold out patiently, 19 
your lives will be safe. 

Till the Spinner of the Years 
Said "Now!" 

When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then you may 20 
know that the hour of its destruction has come. Let whose who 
are in Judaea make for the mountains; let those who are in the 
city get out; let those who are in the country stay away. For 22 
these will be the days of punishment, to bring about everything 
foretold in the Scriptures. 

Alas for women with child, or with infants at the breast when 23 
those days come! There will be great distress in the land, and 
punishment for this people. They will fall by the edge of the 24 
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sword, and will be led away captive among all the nations. 
Jerusalem will be trampled on by the gentile nations, until these 
too have had their day. 

25 Portents will appear in the sun, the moon, and the stars; on earth 
there will be dismay among the peoples, confusion over the roar 

26 of the surging sea. Men will die from fear, from dread of what 
is to come upon the world; for the mighty powers of heaven will 
be shaken. 

27 And after that the Son of Man will be seen coming in a cloud 
with great power and splendour. 

28 When all this begins to happen, then you can stand and raise 
your heads; for the hour of your salvation is at hand.” 

The price of freedom — vigilance 

29 And he gave them a parable: “Look at the fig-tree or any other 

30 tree. Once they begin to sprout, you know at a glance that 

31 In the same way, when you see all this happen, you can know 
for sure that God’s kingdom is near. 

32 Believe me, this generation will not have passed away before all 
these things happen. 

33 Heaven and earth will pass away; my words will not pass away. 

Act—in the living present 
Heart within and God o’erhead 

34 Watch yourselves! Do not let your minds become clouded by 
dissipation, or drunkenness, or the cares of the world, lest that 

35 day come upon you suddenly like the shutting of a trap; for that 
day will surely come—upon all the inhabitants of the whole 
world. 

36 Stay awake, therefore! Pray unceasingly, so as to be able to 
escape these coming trials and to stand in the presence of the 
Son of Man.” 

37 During the day Jesus used teach in the temple; late in the evening 

38 he used go out to spend the night on the Mount of Olives. And 
first thing in the morning the people used come to the temple 
to hear him. 
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Only a friend can betray 

22, i The feast of the unleavened bread or the Pasch was drawing 

2 near. And the chief priests and doctors of the law were still at a 
loss how they would do away with him, for they feared the 
people. 

3 Then Satan entered the heart of Judas, the man called Iscariot, 

4 who belonged to the group of the Twelve. He went off and dis¬ 
cussed with the chief priests and the temple-officers his plan for 

5 betraying Jesus to them. They were very pleased and agreed to 

6 pay him money. Judas gave them his word, and from then on 
began to look out for a suitable occasion; he would betray him 
to them when the people were not around. 

A large room, prepared 

7 Then came the day of the unleavened bread, when the paschal 

8 lamb had to be sacrificed. Jesus sent off Peter and John, saying 
to them, “Go and prepare the pasch for us.” 

9 “Where do you wish us to prepare?” they said to him. 

10 And he replied, “As you go into the city you will be met by a 
man carrying a jar of water. Follow him to the house he will 

11 enter and say to the owner, ‘The Master wishes to know where 
is the dining-room in which I am to eat the pasch with my 

12 disciples.’ He will show you a large room upstairs, laid out in 
readiness. And there you can prepare.” 

13 They went away, found everything as he had told them, and 

prepared the pasch. 

He is in agony till the world ends 

14 The time having come, Jesus sat down to supper along with the 

15 Apostles. He said to them, “I have very much desired to eat this 

16 pasch with you before my death; I tell you, never again shall I 
eat the pasch until it has been fulfilled in God’s kingdom.” 

17 Having taken a cup of wine, he gave thanks and said, “Take this 

18 and share it among you; for I tell you, never again shall I drink 
this wine of the grape until the kingdom of God has come.” 
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Then he took bread and gave thanks; and as he broke it and gave 19 
it to them, he said, “This is my body which is sacrificed for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.” 

So too, after the supper, he passed the cup to them, saying, “This 20 
cup seals the new covenant in my blood, which is to be shed for 
you. 

And we are onlookers at the crime 

Mark my word, the man who will betray me has his hand with 21 
me on this table! 

The Son of Man must go the way determined for him. Neverthe- 22 
less, woe to the man by whom he is betrayed!” 

And they began to ask one another who among them could 23 
possibly do this deed. 

Freely we serve because we freely love 

They also began to squabble as to which of them ranked the 24 
highest. 

So Jesus said to them, “The rulers of the foreign nations rule 25 
them with a high hand, and the men in authority call themselves 
benefactors. 

But with you it shall be different. The highest among you shall 26 
be as the youngest; and the leader among you as the servant. 

For who is the greater, the one who sits at table or the one who 27 
serves ? Surely the one who sits at table. And yet I am with you 
as the one who serves. 

And you are the men who have stood loyal to me during my 28 
trials. I therefore assign the kingdom to you, as the Father has 29 
assigned the kingdom to me. You shall eat and drink at my table 30 
in my kingdom; you shall sit on thrones as judges over the twelve 
tribes of Israel. 

Let us void out this nonsense and be healed 

Simon, Simon, listen to me. Satan has asked for you all, to sift 31 
you like wheat. But for you I have prayed that your faith may 32 
not fail. Let you, then, when you have come back, be a support 
to your brothers.” 
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33 Peter replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and 
to death.” 

34 And Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow tonight 
before you have disowned me three times.” 

Unless the battle has preceded there cannot be victory 

35 He said to them, “When I sent you on your mission without bag, 
or purse, or shoes, did you find yourselves in need?” 

“No,” they replied. 

36 “Well now it is different,” he said. “Whoever has a purse, let him 
take it, and also a bag. And if anyone is without a sword, let him 

37 sell his coat and buy one. For I tell you, the saying of Scripture, 
‘he was numbered among criminals’, must come to pass in me; all 
prophecies about me are now to be fulfilled.” 

38 The disciples said to him, “Lord, there are two swords here.” 
And he replied, “It is enough.” 

See where the victor-victim bleeds 

39 He left the room and proceeded as was his custom to the Mount 

40 of Olives, accompanied by his disciples. When he arrived at the 
place he said to them, “Pcay that you escape trial.” 

41 He himself withdrew from them about a stone’s throw; and he 

42 fell on his knees and began to pray. “Father,” he said, “if it is 
your will, spare me this cup of suffering. Nevertheless, let your 
will be done—not mine.” 

43 There appeared to him an angel from heaven, bringing him 

44 strength. And as his anguish grew greater, he prayed more 
intensely, and his sweat ran to the ground like drops of blood. 

45 On rising from prayer he went to his disciples and found them 

46 asleep; for they were weighed down with sorrow. He said to 
them, “Why are you sleeping? Rise, and pray that you escape 
trial.” 

The coward does it with a kiss 

47 No sooner had he spoken than a large crowd suddenly appeared, 
and at their head the man called Judas, one of the Twelve. He 
came up to Jesus to kiss him. 
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And Jesus said to him, “Judas, do you betray the Son of Man 48 
with a kiss?” 

When his companions realized what was happening, they asked, 49 
“Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” 

One of them struck the high priest’s servant and cut off his right 50 
ear. 

But Jesus, turning to him, said, “Stop! That will do.” And 51 
he touched the man’s ear and healed it. 

But our hearts we lost—how long ago 

Jesus addressed the chief priests, temple-officers, and elders who 52 
had come to arrest him, “So you have come with swords and 
clubs, as if I were a common criminal ? Day after day I was with 53 
you in the temple, and you did not touch me; but now the hour 
is yours—and the power of darkness.” 

And did not thee deny? 

They seized him, led him away, and took him to the house of 54 
the high priest. 

Peter followed behind at a distance and took a seat along with 55 
others who were sitting round a fire which had been lit in the 
courtyard. 

As he was sitting by the fire, a young servant-girl saw him and 56 
looked closely at him. “This man too was a companion of Jesus,” 
she said. 

But Peter denied it. “The man is unknown to me, woman,” he 57 

Shortly afterwards someone else saw him and said, “You too are 58 
one of these people.” 

But Peter answered back, “No, I’m not.” 

And about an hour later another was emphatic about it: “This 59 
man was certainly in his company; he’s a Galilean!” 

Peter replied, “Listen, I don’t know what you are talking about.” 60 
And as he spoke the cock crowed. 61 

The Lord turned round and looked at Peter. And Peter remem¬ 
bered his words: “Before the cock crows to-night you will disown 
me three times.” 

He went outside and wept bitter tears. 62 
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Derided and defied 

63 The men who had custody of Jesus mocked him and beat him. 

64 Having blindfolded him they would call out, “Prophesy who it 
was that struck you.” 

65 And they did many other insulting things. 

Thou forsaken—even thou! 

66 At day-break the elders of the people, chief priests, and doctors 
of the law, met for a session of the supreme Council, and brought 
him before them. 

67 “Are you the Messiah?” they asked. “Tell us!” 

68 Jesus replied, “If I tell you, you will not believe, and if I question 
6g you, you will not answer. But from now on the Son of Man will 

be seated at the right hand of Almighty God.” 

70 “So you are the Son of God?” they all said. 

And Jesus replied, “You vourselves say what I am.” 

71 Then they said, “What more evidence do we need ? We have had 
a confession from his own lips.” 

May we draw near 
Considering in our hearts what man is here 

23, 1 The whole assembly then arose, and brought Jesus before 

2 Pilate. And they stated their case against him in these words: 
“We found this man misleading our people, forbidding tax to 
be paid to the emperor, and making himself out to be Messiah 
and king.” 

3 Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 

And Jesus replied, “The words are yours.” 

4 Pilate then told the chief priests and the people, “I can find no 
case against this man.” 

5 But they insisted, “He is stirring up the people, preaching his 
doctrine all over Judaea, from Galilee right down to here.” 

6 Hearing mention of the word Galilee, Pilate asked if this was 

7 where the man was from. And when he learned that he belonged 
to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who happened 
to be in Jerusalem at the time. 

8 Now Herod was delighted to see Jesus. Having heard about him 
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he had been wanting for a long time to meet him, and was hoping 
to see a miracle worked by him. 

9 He therefore questioned him at length, but Jesus gave no reply. 

10 And the chief priests and doctors of the law stood by, accusing 

11 him vehemently. Herod and his soldiers treated him with shame¬ 
ful contempt and ridicule. Then they draped him in a gorgeous 
robe and sent him back to Pilate. 

12 And from that day friendship was restored between Herod and 
Pilate; previously they had been enemies. 

A plea to obscure the show of evil 

13 Pilate summoned the chief priests, councillors, and people, and 

14 said to them, “You have brought this man to me on a charge of 
misleading the people. The fact is that I have examined him in 
your presence and can find no evidence to support the charge 

15 you bring against him. And neither could Herod, seeing that he 
sent him back here. Obviously, therefore, he is not guilty of any 

16 crime deserving of death. I will have him flogged and let him 

go-” 

Behold the Man: he is Man’s Son 

18 But they shouted with one voice, “Away with this man! Give 
us Barabbas!” 

19 (Barabbas had been thrown in prison for a revolt in the city and 
for murder.) 

20 Again Pilate reasoned with them, desiring to release Jesus. 

21 But they kept shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 

22 And for a third time Pilate protested, “What wrong has the man 
done? I have not found him guilty of any capital charge; so I 
will have him flogged and let him go." 

Politicians neither love nor hate 

23 But they kept insisting with shouts and threats, demanding that 
he be crucified. 

24 And their shouts prevailed. In the end Pilate decided to let them 

25 have their way; he released the man they were asking for, the 
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one who was in prison for rebellion and murder, and surrendered 
Jesus to their will. 

In his Master’s steps he trod 

They led him away to be crucified. And they laid hold of a man 26 
from Cyrene called Simon, who was on his way from the country, 
and put the cross on his shoulders to have him carry it behind 
Jesus. 

Mountains and hills, come, come, and fall on me 
And hide me from the heavy wrath of God 

A large number of people were in the procession behind, and 27 
many women who gave loud vent to their grief. 

Turning to these Jesus said, “Women of Jerusalem, do not weep 28 
for me, but for yourselves and for your children. For the days 29 
are coming when people will say, ‘Happy the women without 
child, the wombs that have never borne, and the breasts that 
have never nursed’; when they will call to the mountains, ‘Fall 30 
upon us’, and to the hills, ‘Cover us up’. For if this is what they 31 
do to the green wood, what will happen the dry?” 

Christ on the Cross! Thorns on his brow 

Two criminals were also led out to be crucified with him. And 32 
on reaching the place called ‘The Skull’, they crucified him— 
and also the criminals, the one on his right, the other on his left. 

And dying bless the hand that gave the blow 

And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know 34 
what they are doing.” 

The soldiers divided his garments by drawing lots, while the 35 
people stood looking on. 

And the rulers jeered at him, “The man who saved others! If 
this is God’s Messiah, God’s chosen One, let him save himself.” 
Even the soldiers mocked him, as they ran up to the cross and 36 
offered him vinegar. “Save yourself,” they said, “if you are the 37 
King of the Jews.” 
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And his pure soul unto his captain Christ 

38 Over his head there was an inscription: ‘This is the king of the 
Jews.’ 

39 And one of the two criminals who hung beside him jeered at 
him, “Aren’t you the Messiah? Then save yourself—and us!” 

40 But the other answered back and rebuked him, “Have you no 

41 fear of God—and you suffering the same punishment? Our fate 
is just; for we are getting what our crimes deserve. But this man 
has done no wrong.” 

42 And turning to him he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom.” 

43 Jesus replied, “I promise you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.” 

In dim eclipse 

44 It was now about midday; and from then until three o’clock 

45 darkness came over the whole earth, with the disappearance of 
the sun. 

And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 

Into thy hands 

46 Then Jesus called in a loud voice, “Father, I commit myself to 
And with these words he died. 

Both woe and fury speak 

47 The officer in charge, having seen it all, gave praise to God: 
“Indeed,” he said, “this was an innocent man.” 

48 And all the people present at the scene, having witnessed every¬ 
thing, returned to their homes beating their breasts. 

49 His own friends too were all standing there at a distance; and 
the women who had followed him from Galilee were also watch¬ 
ing. 

These too have their part in me 
As I too in these 

50 Now there was a man called Joseph from the Jewish town of 
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Arimathaea, himself a councillor, but a decent, upright man who 51 
did not go along with the vote and action of his fellows; in fact 
he was awaiting the kingdom of God. 

Having approached Pilate, Joseph asked for the body of Jesus; 52 
and taking it down from the cross he wrapped it in a linen shroud 53 
and laid it in a rock-tomb, where nobody had yet been buried. 

It was the ‘preparation-day’ or eve of the sabbath, and the 54 
sabbath was about to commence. 

And the women who had accompanied Jesus from Galilee went 55 
along with Joseph; they saw the tomb and the place where the 
body was laid, and then returned home to prepare aromatic 56 
herbs and perfumes. 

On the sabbath itself they rested, as the law prescribed. 

Is it he? Is it surely he? 

But very early on the first day of the week they went to the tomb, 24, 
bringing the perfumes they had prepared. They found the stone 2 
rolled back from the tomb, but on going inside they did not find 3 
the body of the Lord Jesus. And then, as they were wondering 4 
about this, whom should they see standing beside them but two 
men, dressed in shining garments. Seized with dismay, they 5 
bowed themselves to the ground. 

And the men said to them, “Why are you looking for the living 
among the dead ? Remember what he told you while he was still 6 
in Galilee, ‘The Son of Man must be surrendered to sinful men 7 
and crucified; but on the third day he will rise again.’ ” 

And they recalled his words. 8 

Then they returned from the tomb and brought the news to the 9 
eleven and the others. 

These women were Mary the Magdalene, and Johanna, and 10 
Mary the mother of James. And the other women who accom¬ 
panied them confirmed all this to the Apostles. 

And doubt is brother-devil to despair 

The Apostles, however, thought the whole story to be nonsense; n 
they would not believe them. 

But on the same day two of them were travelling to a village 13 
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14 called Emmaus, some seven and a half miles from Jerusalem, and 
were chatting about all these events. 

15 As they were deep in conversation, Jesus himself came up and 

16 joined them; but their eyes were prevented from recognizing him. 

17 He said to them, “This is a lively conversation of yours, as you 
walk along. What has happened?” 

And they stood still, a sad look in their eyes. 

18 One of them called Cleopas remarked, “You must be the only 
stranger in Jerusalem who has not heard of the events there 
during these last days!” 

“What events?” he asked. 

19 And they replied, “All about Jesus of Nazareth, this man who 
showed himself a prophet, mighty in deed and in word, in the 

20 sight of God and of all the people; how our chief priests and 
councillors gave him over, and had him sentenced to death and 

21 crucified. We were hoping that he was the coming Saviour of 
Israel; but now, to top it all, this is the third day since these 

22 things took place, and some of our women have completely 
astounded us. Having gone to the tomb at a very early hour and 

23 not found his body, they came with a story that they had even 
seen a vision of angels, who say that he is alive. 

24 Finally some of our own companions went to the tomb; and they 
found that the women’s report was true, but himself they did 


To be ignorant of the scriptures is to be ignorant of Christ 

25 He said to them, “How dull and sluggish are your minds, that 
you will not believe in all that has been foretold by the prophets! 

26 Was it not necessary for the Messiah to suffer these things, in 
order to enter his glory?” 

27 He then began with Moses and the Prophets and expounded to 
them all that stood written in the Scriptures about himself. 

28 By this time they had almost arrived at the village to which they 
were travelling, and their companion made out that he was 

29 going further. But they would not hear of it: “Stay with us,” 
they said. “It is now evening and the day is almost over.” 

So he went in along with them to stay. 
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The holy bread, the food unpriced 

They sat down together to supper. And when he had taken 30 
bread in his hands and said the blessing, he broke it and gave it 
to them. 

Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him; and he 31 
vanished from their sight. 

Thinking it over they realized, “Weren’t our hearts on fire within 32 
us, as he talked to us during the journey and expounded the 
Scriptures?” So they got up without delay and returned to 33 
Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions 
already assembled. 

They were told, “The Lord has risen indeed and has appeared 34 
to Simon.” 

Then they gave their own account of what had happened on 35 
the journey, and how they had recognized him in the breaking 
of bread. 

Thy everlasting mercy, Christ 

As they were still talking about all this, Jesus himself came and 36 
stood among them. But they, in panic and great fear, thought 37 
they were seeing a ghost. 

And he said to them, “Why this anxiety ? And why these thoughts 38 
in your minds? Look at my hands and feet. It is I! Touch me 39 
and see. A ghost does not have flesh and blood as you see in me.” 

But it was too good to be true, and they were still slow to believe, 41 
and still wondering. 

“Have you anything here to eat?” he asked them. 

And when they gave him some fried fish he took it and ate it in 42 
their presence. 

I know that Christ had given me birth 
To brother all the souls on earth 

He said to them, “These things bring to fulfilment the words 44 
that I spoke while I was with you, that everything written about 
me in the law of Moses, in the Prophets, and the Psalms, had to 
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45 Then he opened their minds to an understanding of the Scrip- 

46 ture. He showed them how all this had been written: that the 
Messiah had to suffer death and rise from the dead on the third 

47 day; that in his name all the nations had to be called to repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. “You must begin from Jerusalem,” 

48 he said. “For you are the witnesses of these things. I am sending 

49 you very soon what my Father has promised; therefore remain 
here in the city until you are equipped with power from on 
high.” 

Lifting their hearts to heaven, they turned back home 

50 Jesus brought them out as far as Bethany, and raising his hands, 

51 he blessed them and as he blessed them he was taken from them. 

52 They returned to Jerusalem in great joy and spent all their time 
in the temple giving thanks to God. 
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That light is present and that distant time 
Is always here, continually redeemed 

In the beginning the Word already was, 
The Word was with God; 
the Word was himself God. 

From eternity the Word was with God. 
Through him all things came to be; 
without him nothing whatever came to be. 
All that exists had life in him, 
and the life was the light of men. 

The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it. 


An echo and a light unto eternity 

There came a man, sent by God, whose name was John. He 
came as a witness, to give testimony to the light, so that through 
him all men should have faith. 

He himself was not the light; he was sent as a witness to the light. 
From fields of uncreated light 

There is one who enlightens every man born into the world; he 
was the true light. 

He was in the world, and through him the world came to be; 
yet the world did not recognize him. 

He came to his own realm: yet his own did not accept him. 

But to those who accepted him, who gave him their faith, he 
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13 gave the right to become children of God, who were born not 
by a natural birth, nor by human desire, nor by the will of man, 
but as children of God. 

And solves the riddle of the universe 

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us; we saw his 
glory, the glory of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 

O world unknowable we know thee 

15 John cried out in testimony to him, “This is he, the one of whom 
I said, ‘After me comes one who is greater than I, because he 
already existed before me.’ ” 

16 For we have all received of his riches, and grace upon grace. 

17 The law was given through Moses; grace and truth came with 

18 Jesus Christ. No man has ever seen God; God’s only Son, who 
lives in the intimacy of his Father, has alone made him known. 

O world invisible we view thee 

19 Here now is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests 
and temple-servants from Jerusalem to ask him who he was. 

20 He told them straight, without any reservation, “I am not the 
Messiah.” 

21 “Who are you, then?” they asked. “Are you Elia?” 

“No.” 

“Are you the promised prophet?” 

“No.” 

22 “Well who are you? We must give an answer to those who sent 
us? Who do you claim to be?” 

23 And John replied, quoting the prophet Isaia, “I am the voice 
of him who cries in the wilderness, ‘Make ready the way of the 
Lord.’ ” 

24 Now the messengers from Jerusalem had a brief from the 

25 Pharisees. “Why then do you baptize,” they wanted to know, 
“if you are not the Messiah, nor Elia, nor the prophet?” 

26 And he answered, “I baptize you with water. But there stands 
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among you a man whom you do not know, who comes after me, 
and I am not worthy to unfasten the straps of his shoes.” 

28 All this took place at Bethany, on the other side of the Jordan, 
where John was baptizing. 

29 Next day John was looking on as Jesus approached him and he 
said, “Here is the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

30 world. This is the one of whom I said, ‘After me comes one who 

31 is greater than I, because he already existed before me.’ I too 
did not know him; and yet the reason I came baptizing with 
water was that he might be revealed to the people of Israel.” 

32 And John testified, “I have seen the Spirit descending from 

33 heaven like a dove and resting upon him. Even I did not know 
him; but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘The 
man upon whom you see the Spirit come down to rest—he is 
the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 

34 I have seen it with my own eyes; I therefore testify that this is 
the Son of God.” 

Rise, clasp my hand and come 

35 Next day John was again standing with two of his disciples as 

36 Jesus was walking by. He looked towards him and said, “There 
is the lamb of God!” 

37 The two disciples heard what he said and followed Jesus. 

38 Jesus looked round and saw them following him. “What are you 
looking for?” he asked. 

And they replied, “Master, where are you staying ?” 

39 “Come and see,” he said. 

So they went, and saw where he was staying, and spent the 
remainder of the day with him; it was about the tenth hour. 

40 Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two who 
had been listening to John and had followed Jesus. 

41 And the first thing Andrew did was to look for his brother Simon 
and tell him, "We have found the Messiah (that is, the Christ).” 

42 He brought him to Jesus. And Jesus, looking at him, said, “You 
are Simon, the son of John; you shall be called Kephas” (that 
is, Peter, ‘the Rock’). 
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Beholders of the promised dawn of truth 

Next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He met Philip and said 43 
to him, “Follow me.” Philip was from Bethsaida, the same town 
as Andrew and Peter. 

Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the man 45 
foretold by the scriptures of Moses and the Prophets; he is 
Jesus, the son of Joseph, from Nazareth.” 

“From Nazareth!” said Nathanael. “Do you mean to say there’s 46 
something good from Nazareth ?” 

And Philip replied, “Come and see.” 

As Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, 47 
“Here is a true Israelite, a man in whom there is no deceit.” 

“How do you know me?” Nathanael said to him. 48 

And Jesus replied, “Before Philip called you, I saw you under 
the fig-tree.” 

Nathanael answered, “Master, you are the Son of God; you are 49 
the King of Israel!” 

And to this Jesus replied, “So you have faith, now that I have 50 
told you how I saw you under the fig-tree? You will see greater 
than this.” And he added, “Believe me you will see heaven 51 
opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon 
the Son of Man.” 

God is in the bits and pieces of Everyday 

On the third day there was a wedding-feast at Cana in Galilee. 2, 
The mother of Jesus was at it, and Jesus and his disciples were 2 
also invited. 

The wine ran out, and his mother said to Jesus, “They are short 3 
of wine.” 

He replied, “Mother, why ask me about it? My time has not 4 
come yet.” 

And his mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 5 

Now the Jews have customs of ritual purification; so there were 6 
six stone jars there, each of them holding some twenty or thirty 
gallons of water. 

3°5 



JOHN 


7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” 

And they filled them to the brim. 

8 “Draw a sample now,” he said, “and bring it to the steward of 
the feast.” 

9 They did this. And when the steward tasted the water made into 
wine, having no idea himself where it came from—although the 
servants knew—he called over the bridegroom and said to him, 

10 “The normal practice is to serve the good wine first and the less 
good later on, when the guests are drunk; but you have kept the 
good wine till now.” 

11 That was how Jesus inaugurated his miracles, at Cana in Galilee; 
he revealed his divine glory and his disciples believed in him. 

I have loved the beauty of thy House 

12 Subsequently he went down to Capharnaum along with his 
mother, his brothers, and his disciples, but stayed only a few 

13 The Jewish pasch was approaching and he went up to Jerusalem. 

14 He found in the temple sellers of cattle, sheep and pigeons, and 

15 also money-changers at their desks. Jesus made a whip of cords 
and drove them out from the temple—sheep, cattle and all. He 
overturned the money-changers’ desks and scattered their coins. 

16 And he said to the pigeon-sellers, “Take away all these! You 
must not turn my Father’s house into a market.” 

17 And his disciples recalled the words of Scripture: ‘Zeal for your 
house shall consume me.’ 

18 The Jews therefore said to him, “What sign can you show us, 
to justify this action of yours?” 

19 And he replied, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it again.” 

20 The Jews replied, “Forty-six years it took to build this temple. 
Are you going to raise it in three days ?” 

21 But the temple Jesus had in mind was that of his body. 

22 Later on, when he had been raised from the dead, his disciples 
recalled these words; they believed in the Scripture and in the 
words he had spoken. 
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Lord, thou hast searched me 

While he was in Jerusalem for the paschal feast many came to 23 
have faith in him, when they saw the miracles he worked. 

But Jesus did not trust himself to them; he saw through all men, 24 
and had no need to be informed about any man. 25 

He himself knew what was to be known about the human heart. 

To dream of new dimensions 

There was a man called Nicodemus who belonged to the 3,1 
Pharisee party and was a member of the supreme Council. He 2 
came to him under cover of night and said, “Master, we know 
that you must be a teacher from God; no one but a man of God 
could work these miracles that you work.” 

And Jesus replied, “Believe me, no man can see the kingdom of 3 
God unless he is born again.” 

“But how?” said Nicodemus. “How can a grown man be born 4 
again ? Surely he cannot return to his mother’s womb and be 
born a second time?” 

And Jesus replied, “I tell you, no man can enter the kingdom 5 
of God unless he is reborn of water and the Spirit. 

Man’s life is born of man; the life of the Spirit is born of Spirit. 6 
You need not wonder at my saying, ‘You must all be born again’. 7 
The wind, for instance, comes and goes at will, and you can hear 8 
its sound; but you do not know where it comes from or where 
it goes. And that is the way with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.” 

“But how can this be?” asked Nicodemus. 9 

And Jesus replied, “You are a teacher in Israel. Surely you must 10 
know this ? Believe me, we speak what we know, and we testify 11 
to what we have seen, but you do not accept our testimony. If 12 
your faith falls short when I tell of the things of earth, how can 
you have faith when I tell of the things of heaven? And no man 13 
ascends to heaven, except the one who came down from heaven, 
the Son of Man. 

The Son of Man must be lifted up, as Moses lifted up the serpent 14 
in the desert, so that everyone who has faith in him may have 15 
eternal life. 
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And at this moment I believe 
In love, and scout at death 

16 For God so loved the world that he sacrificed his only Son, so 
that everyone who has faith may not die but have eternal life. 

17 God, indeed, did not send his Son into the world to judge the 
world, but to save the world. 

18 When a man has faith in him, he is not judged; but the man 
who refuses him faith is already judged, because he has refused 
faith in God’s only Son. 


Weep for the lives your wishes never led 

19 And the judgement is this, that the light has come into the world 
and men have preferred the dark to the light, because their deeds 

20 were evil. For all those who do evil hate the light and shun it, 

21 lest their deeds be shown up. But whoever follows truth comes 
into the light, so that his deeds may be revealed as having been 
done in God.” 

You are so great, and I so small, 

I am nothing, you are all 

22 Having afterwards moved with his disciples to the country of 
Judaea Jesus went about with them there and was baptizing. 

23 And John too was baptizing at Aenon, near Salim, because there 

24 was plenty of water in the area. People were coming to him and 
being baptized; for John had not yet been put in prison. 

25 Then there was an argument about purification between some 

26 of John’s disciples and a Jew. And they came to John and told 
him, “Master, that man who was with you beyond the Jordan, 
for whom you have testified, is now baptizing himself and all 
the people are flocking to him.” 

27 John answered, “A man cannot receive a grace unless it be given 

28 him by God. You yourselves are witnesses to what I said: ‘I 
am not the Messiah; I have been sent to prepare for him.’ 

29 Only the bridegroom can claim the bride; but the bridegroom’s 
friend stands by, and hears him, and is gladdened by his voice. 
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My hour of joy has therefore come; he must increase more and 30 
more, and I must grow less. The man who comes from above 31 
stands above all; but the man of the earth belongs to the earth, 
and his words do not exceed the earth. He who comes from 
heaven stands above all, and testifies to what he has seen and 32 
heard; and no one accepts his testimony. To accept his testimony 33 
is to endorse that God is true. For the man whom God has sent 34 
speaks the words of God, since God does not give the Spirit by 
measure; the Father loves the Son and has entrusted all things 35 
to him. 

Any man who has faith in the Son already possesses eternal life; 36 
but whoever refuses faith in the Son will not see life. God’s anger 
rests upon him.” 

His zveakness, my triumph 

Now the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was receiving and baptiz- 4, 1 
ing more disciples than John, although it was not Jesus himself 2 
who baptized but his disciples. So when the Lord got to know 3 
this he left Judaea and returned to Galilee. To get there he had 4 
to travel through Samaria; and he came to a Samaritan town 5 
called Sychar, close to the piece of ground which Jacob had given 
to his son Joseph. 

Jacob’s well was there. And Jesus, being tired after the journey, 6 
sat down by the well; it was about midday. 

His disciples had gone into the town to buy food. So when a 7 
woman of Samaria came to draw water Jesus said to her, “Give 
me a drink.” 

Now the Jews and the Samaritans do not get on together; the 9 
woman therefore said to him, “How can you ask a drink of me, 
since you are a Jew and I am a woman of Samaria?" 

As the hart panteth after the water brooks 

Jesus replied, “If only you knew the gift of God, or the one who 10 
is asking you for a drink, you would have asked him and he 
would have given you living water.” 

“Sir,” she said, “you have no bucket, and this well is deep; n 
where do you get the living water? Are you greater than our 12 
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father, Jacob, who gave us this well and used it for himself and 
his children and flocks?’’ 

13 Jesus replied, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty 

14 again; but the person who drinks of the water that I shall give 
him will never be thirsty. The water that I shall give him will 
become a spring of water welling up to eternal life within him.” 

15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water! Then I shall 
not be thirsty again, or have to come here to draw.” 

When the whirl of circumstance is past 

16 “Go home,” he said to her. “Call your husband and come back 

17 “I have no husband,” the woman replied. 

18 And Jesus said, “How true indeed that you have no husband! 
You have had five husbands, and the man you now live with is 
not your husband. What you have said is true.” 

19 The woman answered him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 

20 Our fathers worshipped God on this mountain; but you Jews 
say that Jerusalem is the place where God must be worshipped.” 

The Lord is in his holy temple, the Lord’s throne is in heaven 

21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the day is coming when 
you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 

22 Jerusalem. You worship in ignorance, we worship in knowledge; 

23 for salvation belongs to the Jewish people. But the hour is coming 
—is already here—when those who are true worshippers will 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth. For that is how the 

24 Father wants men to worship him. God is spirit; those who 
worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.” 

25 The woman replied to him, “I know that the Messiah (or the 
Christ) is coming. He will tell us all things.” 

26 And Jesus said to her, “I am he, who am speaking to you.” 

What if this friend happens to be — God? 

27 At this point his disciples arrived. They were surprised to find 
him talking with a woman; but none of them asked what he was 
looking for or talking about. 
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So the woman left her water-jar behind and went back to the 28 

She said to the people, “Come and see a man who has revealed 29 
to me my whole past. Do you think he could be the Messiah?” 
And they came out to him from the town. 30 

The seed ye sow another reaps 

Meanwhile his disciples were urging him, “Master, take some 31 
food.” 

But he said, “I have food to eat of which you know nothing.” 32 

“Has someone brought him food?” they began to wonder. 33 
And Jesus replied, “My food is to do the will of him who sent 34 
me, to complete his work. You say, do you not, ‘No harvest 35 
without waiting for it’ ? But look, I tell you, lift up your eyes 
and look on the fields around; they are already golden, ready 
for the harvest. 

Already the reaper is being rewarded and gathering in harvest 36 
for eternal life, so that sower and reaper can both rejoice together. 

In this respect the proverb is true, that one sows and another 37 
reaps. I have sent you to reap where you have not laboured; 38 
others have laboured, and you have come in for the fruit of their 

Move then with new desires 

Many of the Samaritans in the town began to have faith in him, 39 
on the word of the woman’s testimony that he had revealed her 
whole past; so when they came to him, they asked him to stay. 40 

He stayed for two days. And many others put faith in him because 41 
of his own word. They said to the woman, “Our faith no longer 42 
rests on what you say; we have heard him ourselves and we know 
that this man is indeed the Saviour of the world.” 

Yet nothing is impossible, nothing 
To men of faith and conviction 

After the two days he set out from there for Galilee; for Jesus 43 
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himself had testified that a prophet is unhonoured in his own 
country- 

45 So when he arrived in Galilee the people gave him a reception; 
for they too had gone up to the festival and had seen all that he 
had done in Jerusalem. 

46 He came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water 

47 into wine. And a certain royal officer had a son who lay ill at 
Capharnaum. When he heard that Jesus had arrived from Judaea, 
he went to him and asked him to go down and heal his son, who 
was dying. 

48 Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and portents you will 
not have faith.” 

49 But the officer said, “Sir, please go down before my boy dies.” 

50 And Jesus replied, “Go home. Your son will live.” 

The man believed what Jesus had said and set out for home. 

51 And while he was on his way his servants came to meet him, 

52 with news that his son was going to live. He asked what time he 
had got better and was told that the fever had left him at one 

53 o’clock on the previous day. And the father knew that this was 
the moment when Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” 
So he and all his household had faith. 

54 This second miracle Jesus worked on his return from Judaea to 
Galilee. 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death 

5, 1 After this there was a Jewish feast and Jesus went up to 

2 Jerusalem. There is a pool with five porticoes near the sheep-gate 

3 in Jerusalem, which is called Bethzatha in Hebrew; in the 
porticoes there used lie a large number of suffering people: 

5 blind, lame, paralysed. Among them was a man who had been 

6 ill for thirty-eight years. Jesus saw him lying there and knew 
that he had been ill for a long time. “Would you like to be made 
well?” he asked him. 

7 And the sick man replied, “Sir, I have no one to let me down into 
the pool whenever the water is stirred; while I am on my way 
someone else gets there before me.” 

8 Jesus said to him, “Stand up! Take your bed and walk.” 
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9 The man immediately became strong and well; he picked up his 
bed and walked away. 

/ need the living heart, the holy knowledge 

Now this day happened to be a sabbath. 

10 The Jews therefore said to the man who had been healed, “It’s 
the sabbath. You are not allowed to carry your bed.” 

11 “But I was told to,” he replied. “The man who cured me said, 
‘Take your bed and walk.’ ” 

12 And they asked him, “Who is this man who told you to take 
your bed and walk?” 

13 But the cured man did not know. There was a crowd in the place 
and Jesus had slipped away. 

14 Later Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, “Now that 
you have been made well, take care not to sin again, lest some¬ 
thing worse should happen you.” 

15 Then the man went off and told the Jews that it was Jesus who 
had cured him. 

Full of tumultuous life and great repose 

16 The Jews therefore began to persecute Jesus because he did 
these works on the sabbath. 

17 He replied, “Even at this moment my Father is working, and I 
also work.” 

18 But their desire to kill him was only whetted. Not only did he 
break the sabbath; he also called God his Father, and so made 
himself equal to God. 

The chain of God’s silence 
Held in his hand 

19 Jesus therefore said to them in reply, “The Son, I tell you, can 
do nothing on his own account; he does only what he sees the 

20 Father doing. Whatever the Father does, the Son also does. For 
the Father loves the Son and shows him all his works; and he 
will show him even greater works than these, so as to make you 
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wonder. Just as the Father raises the dead and makes them live, 21 
so too the Son gives life as he wills, and to whom he wills. 

Nor does the Father judge anyone; he has given all right of 22 
judgement to the Son, that all may honour the Son as they 23 
honour the Father. Whoever refuses honour to the Son refuses 
honour to the Father who sent him. 

1 tell you, the man who hears my word and believes in him who 24 
sent me has eternal life; he does not come to judgement, but has 
already passed from death to life. 

Indeed, the hour is coming---it is already here—when the dead 25 
will hear the voice of the Son of Man, and all who hear it will live. 

As the Father has life in himself, so too the Son has life in him- 26 
self by the Father’s gift. And he has given him the right to 27 
execute judgement, because he is the Son of Man. 

You should not wonder at this. For a day will come when all 28 
who are in their graves will hear his voice, when those who have 29 
done good will come out to a resurrection of life, and those who 
have done evil to a resurrection of judgement. 

In that last while, eternity’s confine 
I came to love, I came into my own 

I can never act on my own; as I hear, so I judge. And my judge- 30 
ment is just, because I do not seek my own interest but that of 
him who sent me. 

If I were to testify on my own behalf, my testimony would not 31 
be true. But there is another who testifies to me, and I know that 32 
his testimony is true. 

You yourselves sent delegates to John; and John has given his 33 
testimony to the truth. Not that human testimony is adequate 34 
in my case, but I say this that you may be saved. 

John was a lamp, burning for all to see; and for a while you were 35 
glad to rejoice in his light. 

But I have a testimony greater than that of John: the very works 36 
that the Father gave me to achieve, the very works that I do, 
these are my testimony that the Father has sent me. And the 37 
Father who sent me has also borne testimony to me. But you 
have neither heard his voice nor seen his face; and you do not 38 
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have his word rooted in your hearts, since 
the one whom he sent. 

39 You study the Scriptures, in the view that they are for you a 
means to eternal life; in effect, they bear testimony to me, and 

40 yet you are not willing to come to me that you may have life. 

41 I do not look to men for glory; but apart from that I know you— 
that you have no love in you for God. 

43 I Have come on the authority of my Father and you do not accept 
me; but if another comes on his own authority him you will 
accept. 

44 How can you have faith in me, since you look to one another for 

45 glory and do not look for the glory that is from God alone? You 
need not think therefore that I shall be your accuser before the 
Father; your accuser will be Moses, the one in whom you have 

46 placed your hope. For if you had faith in Moses, you would also 

47 have faith in me, since I am the one he wrote about. But if you 
do not believe his writings, how are you to believe my words?” 

7 am Hunger 

6, 1 Afterwards Jesus crossed to the other side of the lake of Galilee, 
or Tiberias. 

2 A large crowd of people followed him, for they had seen the 
miracles he worked for the sick. 

3 So he went up the hill-side and sat there with his disciples; and 
the Jewish festival of the pasch was drawing near. 

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd 

5 On looking around and seeing how large was the multitude 
flocking towards him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where can we buy 
bread to feed these people?” 

6 Now he really said this to test him; for he knew himself what he 
was going to do. 

7 Philip replied, “A day’s wages for two hundred men would not 
be enough to supply each with a little.” 

8 Then one of his disciples, Andrew the brother of Simon Peter, 

9 said to him, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and 
two fish; but what is that for a crowd like this?" 

10 Jesus said, “Get the people to sit down.” 
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There was plenty of grass in the area; so the men sat down—some 
five thousand in number. 

Jesus took the loaves in his hands and gave thanks. He passed u 
them to the people as they were sitting on the ground; and the 
same again with the fish, as much as they wanted. 

Then, when all had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples, 12 
“Gather up what is left over, so that nothing is lost.” 

This they did, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of 13 
barley loaves left uneaten by the people. 

The haunted labyrinth of the heart 

When the people realized what a miracle he had worked they 14 
exclaimed, “Surely this is the prophet who was to come into the 
world!” 

But Jesus knew that they would come to seize him and make 15 
him king; he therefore withdrew alone into the hills. 

The race is not to the swift 
Nor the battle to the strong 

Late in the evening his disciples went down to the lake, embarked 16 
in the boat, and began to head for Capharnaum on the other side. 
Darkness had already come down and Jesus had not yet come 

A strong wind was blowing and the lake was getting rough. And 18 
when they had rowed some three or four miles they saw Jesus 
walking on the lake, approaching the boat. They were terrified. 

But he called out to them, “It is I. Do not be afraid.” 20 

And when they set about taking him into the boat, the boat 
landed at the place they were heading for. 21 

The eye is not satisfied with seeing 
Nor the ear filled with hearing 

Next day the people stood on the opposite shore of the lake. They 22 
saw that only one boat had been on the other side, and that 
Jesus had not embarked in it with his disciples, that these had 
gone away without him. Meanwhile other boats had come from 23 
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Tiberias to the vicinity where they had eaten, on the occasion 

24 when the Lord gave thanks. And when the people found that 
Jesus was not there, nor his disciples, they got into these boats 

25 and made the crossing to Capharnaum, looking for him. Finding 
him now on the other side, they asked, “Master, when did you 
get here?” 

26 Jesus replied, “The truth is, I tell you, that you look for me not 
because you have seen signs but because you have eaten your fill 

27 of bread. Your work should not be for the bread that perishes, 
but for that which remains to eternal life, which the Son of Man 
will give you; for it is upon him that the Father has set his seal.” 

28 They asked, “What must we do if we are to work the works of 
God?” 

29 And Jesus replied, “To do the work of God you must have faith 
in the one whom he sent.” 

Without expression, waiting for a sign 

30 “What do you do, then, as a sign?” they said to him. “What are 
you going to accomplish? Let’s see it, if we are to believe in you! 

31 Our fathers ate manna in the desert; we read in Scripture that 
‘he gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” 

32 Jesus replied, “Believe me, Moses did not give you bread from 
heaven; it is my Father who gives you the true bread from 

33 heaven. The bread of God is he who comes down from heaven 
and gives life to the world.” 

34 And they said to him, “Sir, give us this bread at all times.” 

35 “I am the bread of life,” Jesus replied. “Whoever comes to me 
will never go hungry; whoever believes in me will never suffer 

36 thirst. But as I have told you, while your eyes have seen, never¬ 
theless you do not have faith. 

He who Joy of Life would store 
Heart of his be widely open 

37 Everyone whom the Father gives me will come to me; and the 

38 one who comes to me I will not reject. For I have not come down 
from heaven to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me. 

39 And the will of the Father who sent me is this, that of all whom 
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he has given me I should not lose any, but should raise them up 
on the last day. 

40 The will of my Father is this, that everyone who looks to the 
Son and has faith in him shall have eternal life; and I will raise 
him up on the last day.” 

And, seeing, know; and, knowing, be at ease 

41 The Jews began to protest over his saying to them, ‘I am the 

42 bread which came down from heaven.’ “Surely this is Jesus, the 
son of Joseph ?” they said. “Don’t we know his father and mother ? 
What’s this talk about coming down from heaven?” 

43 And Jesus replied, “Stop this murmuring! No man can come to 
me, unless he is drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will 
raise him up on the last day. 

45 It is written in the prophets, ‘They shall all be taught by God.’ 
Therefore everyone who has listened to the Father, and learned 
from him, comes to me. 

46 Not that anyone has ever seen the Father—apart from the one 
who is from God; he alone has seen the Father. 

47 Believe me, whoever has faith already has eternal life. 

Taste and see that the Lord is sweet 

48 I am the bread of life. Your fathers ate manna in the desert, but 

50 nevertheless they died; this is the bread which comes down from 
heaven, so that those who eat it may not die. 

51 I am the living bread which has come down from heaven; any 
man who eats this bread shall live for ever. And the bread which 
I will give is my own flesh—for the life of the world.” 

The Body of our Lord—take and eat this 

52 The Jews then began to debate furiously among themselves, 
“How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 

53 And Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh 
of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 

54 The one who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, 
and I will raise him up on the last day. 
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My flesh is real food; my blood is real drink. He who eats my 55 
flesh and drinks my blood lives in me, and I live in him. 

As the living Father has sent me, and I live by the Father, so 57 
too any man who eats me will live by me. This is the bread which 58 
has come down from heaven—not like that which your fathers 
ate, for they died; the man who eats this bread will live for ever.” 

This was the doctrine taught by Jesus in the synagogue at 59 
Capharnaum. 

To the last point of vision and beyond 

Having heard it many of his disciples said, “This teaching is 60 
unreasonable. Who can accept it?” 

But Jesus, knowing in his own mind that his disciples were 61 
muttering about it, said to them, “Does my teaching give you 
offence ? Suppose then you were to see the Son of Man ascending 62 
to where he was before? The spirit alone gives life—not the 63 
flesh, which can do nothing. The words that I have spoken to 
you are both spirit and life. 

But there are some among you who do not have faith.” 64 

For Jesus knew all along who were the ones who did not have 65 
faith, and who was going to betray him. “This is why I said to 
you,” he added, “that no one can come to me unless the grace is 
given him by the Father.” 

Following on this many of his disciples withdrew from him and 66 
refused to go with him any more. 

Whither thou goest, I will go 

Jesus therefore said to the Twelve, “Do you also want to go?” 67 
And Simon Peter answered, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You 68 
have the words of eternal life; we have faith and have therefore 69 
come to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

For know, there are two worlds of life and death 

Jesus replied, “Have I not chosen you Twelve? Yet one of you 70 

He meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 71 

He it was, one of the Twelve, who would later betray him. 
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A time to every purpose under heaven 

7, i Afterwards Jesus went about in Galilee, not wanting to show 
himself in Judaea since the Jews were bent on killing him. 

2 But as the Jewish feast of the Tabernacles drew near, his 
brothers said to him, “Leave this country and go up to Judaea; 

4 let your disciples there see these works of yours. No man does 
things in secret, if he wants to be in the public eye. So if you do 
works like these, show yourself to the world.” 

5 For not even his brothers had faith in him. 

6 Jesus said to them, “My time has not come yet, but your time 

7 is always ready. The world cannot hate you, but it hates me, 
because I testify against it and the evil of its works. 

8 Go up you to the feast. I am not going up to this one, because 
my time has not come for me yet.” 

9 And having given this answer he stayed behind in Galilee. 

10 However, when his brothers had gone up to the feast, then he 
went up himself—not openly, but in secret. 

11 The Jews were looking for him at the feast. “Where is this man ?” 

12 they were asking. And among the crowd many different opinions 
were being whispered about him. Some said, “He is a good 
man.” Others, “No, he is leading the people astray.” 

13 But no one spoke openly about him, for fear of the Jews. 

Only love can redeem 

14 On the fourth day of the festival week Jesus went up to the temple 
and began teaching there. 

is At this the Jews began to wonder. “This man has never been a 
student of the law,” they said. “How does he know the Scrip- 

16 He replied, “The teaching I give does not come from me but 

17 from him who sent me. Anyone who is prepared to do his will 
will know whether my teaching comes from God or whether I 

18 speak on my own account. Whoever speaks on his own account 
is out for his own glory. But the man who seeks glory for the 
one who sent him is true; there is no falsehood in him. 
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Did not Moses give you the law? And yet none of you obeys it. 19 
Why are you trying to kill me?” 

The people answered, “You are mad! Who is trying to kill 20 

Jesus replied, “One work I have done on the sabbath and you 21 
are all wondering. But because Moses gave you circumcision— 22 
although it really came from the patriarchs and not from Moses— 
you therefore circumcise a man even on the sabbath. If circum- 23 
cision is carried out on the sabbath, lest the law of Moses be 
broken, are you angry with me for giving health to a whole man 
on the sabbath ? 

Let your judgement be just—not superficial!” 24 

But if you want me, if you need me. 

Who waits at the terrible door but I? 

Some of the people were saying, “Isn’t this the one they want 25 
to kill? Yet here he is speaking openly and no one says a word 26 
to him. Can it be that even the rulers have decided that this is 
in fact the Messiah ? 

But we know well where this man is from, whereas the origin 27 
of the Messiah when he comes is completely unknown.” 

Jesus therefore raised his voice as he was teaching in the temple 28 
and said, “So you know me! And you know where I am from! 

But I have not come on my own account, I have been sent by 
one who is true, whom you do not know. I know him, because 29 
I am from him; he sent me.” 

They wanted therefore to arrest him; but no one laid hands on 30 
him because his hour had not yet come. Nevertheless, there were 31 
many among the people who put faith in him. “When the Messiah 
comes,” they said, “will he work more miracles than this man?” 
Now the Pharisees heard these mutterings about him among 32 
the people. So the chief priests and the Pharisees sent agents 
to arrest him. 

Jesus therefore said, “For yet a short while I am with you, and 33 
then I go to him who sent me. You will look for me, but you will 34 
not find me; and where I am, you cannot come.” 

The Jews therefore said to one another, “Where can he be going 35 
that we shall not be able to find him? Does he intend to go to 
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36 the exiles of the Greek world and teach the Greeks? Or what does 
he mean by saying, ‘You will look for me, but you will not find 
me’ and ‘Where I am, you cannot come’ ?” 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God 

37 On the last and most important day of the festival Jesus stood 
up and cried aloud, “If anyone is thirsty let him come to me and 

38 drink; from the one who believes in me, as the Scripture says, 
streams of living water will Bow.” 

39 He was speaking of the Spirit later to be received by those who 
had faith in him; as yet the Spirit had not been given, because 
Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

Where there is no vision the people perish 

40 There were many among the crowd who, when they heard these 
words, began to say, “This is indeed the Prophet,” or again, 
“He is the Messiah.” 

41 But others replied, “Can it be that the Messiah comes from 

42 Galilee? Hasn’t Scripture made it clear that the Messiah comes 
of the family of David and from Bethlehem, the town where 
David lived ?” 

43 The people, therefore, were divided in their views about him. 

44 Many would have liked to arrest him. 

But no one laid hands on him. 

45 When the agents returned to the chief priests and the Pharisees 
they were asked, “Why have you not brought him ?” 

46 And they replied, “Never has a man spoken as this man speaks.” 

47 The Pharisees said, “Have you too been taken in? Has any of 

49 the rulers or the Pharisees believed in this man? As for this 
people, they are blighted by their ignorance of the law!” 

50 But one of their party, Nicodemus, who had formerly had a 

51 meeting with Jesus, asked them, “Does our law judge a man 
without first giving him a hearing and finding out what he has 

52 And they replied, “Are you too from Galilee ? Search the Scrip¬ 
tures and see for yourself that no prophet comes from Galilee!” 
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Thou, O Christ, art all I want 
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint 

[They all went away to their homes, and Jesus went out to the 8, i 
Mount of Olives. At daybreak he came again to the temple, and 2 
the people flocked to him. He had seated himself and was teach- 3 
ing them when the doctors of the law and the Pharisees brought 
him a woman who had been caught in adultery. They led her out 4 
in front of everybody, and said to him, “Master, this woman has 
been caught committing adultery. Now Moses laid it down in the 5 
law that such women should be stoned. What do you think?” 

They said this to test him, so as to be able to accuse him. 6 
Jesus however leant forward, and began writing with his finger 
on the ground. 

And as they kept pressing with their question, he straightened 7 
up and said, “Whichever of you is without sin let him cast the 
first stone.” 

Then he leant forward again and continued writing on the 8 
ground. 

And one after another his audience began to leave, starting from 9 
the eldest. 

At the end Jesus alone remained, with the woman standing be- 10 
fore him. So he straightened up once more and said to her, 
“Woman, where are they? Has none of them condemned you?” 

She replied, “No one, sir.” 11 

And Jesus said, “Neither will I condemn you. Go home and sin 

The light we sought is shining still 

Jesus, therefore, spoke to them again and said, “I am the light 12 
of the world. Any person who follows me will never walk in 
darkness but will have the light of life.” 

But if once we lose this light 

The Pharisees said to him, “Since you are a witness in your own 13 
cause, your testimony is not valid.” 

Jesus replied, “Granted that I am a witness in my own cause, 14 
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my testimony is nonetheless valid; for I know where I have 
come from and where I am going, whereas you do not know. 

is You judge by human standards, but I judge no man. And if I 
do judge, my judgement is true; for it is not I alone who judge 
but I and he who sent me. 

17 It stands written in your law that when two witnesses are in 
agreement their testimony is true. 

18 I am a witness for myself; and the Father who sent me is another 
witness for me.” 

19 “Where is your Father?" they asked. 

And Jesus replied, “You know neither me nor my Father; if 
you knew me, you would also know my Father.” 

20 These words he spoke as he taught in the temple, near the 
treasury. 

But no one arrested him, because his hour had not yet come. 
’Tis with us perpetual night 

21 He said to them again, “I am going away. You will look for me, 
but you will die in your sin; for where I go, you cannot come.” 

22 The Jews therefore asked, “Is he going to kill himself? Is this 
what he means by saying, ‘Where I go you cannot come’ ?” 

23 Jesus said to them, “You are from below; I am from above. You 

24 are of this world; I am not of this world. That is why I told you 
that you will die in your sins; for if you will not believe that I 
am he, you will die in your sins.” 

25 “Who are you?” they asked him. 

26 And he replied: "Why do I speak to you at all ? There are many 
things I have to say about you—and in judgement. But he who 
sent me is true; and what I speak to the world is what I have 
heard from him." 

27 They did not understand that he was speaking of the Father. 

28 And Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then 
you will know that I am he and that I do nothing on my own 

29 account but speak only what the Father has told me. He who 
sent me is with me and has not left me alone; I do always what 
pleases him.” 

30 And as he said this, many came to have faith in him. 
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For truth only is living 
Truth only is whole 

To the Jews who had faith in him, Jesus said, “Take my word 31 
to heart and you are truly disciples of mine; you will know the 32 
truth and the truth will make you free.” 

They answered, “We are descended from Abraham and have 33 
never been slaves to any man; what do you mean by saying, 
‘You will be free’?” 

Jesus replied, “Believe me, anyone who commits sin is a slave 34 
of sin, and no slave can claim to belong for ever to the house. 35 
Only the son of the house belongs to it for ever; therefore if the 36 
Son gives you freedom, you will really be free. 

And query, what does this vaingloriousness down here? 

1 know that you are descended from Abraham. Nevertheless you 37 
are bent on killing me, because my word does not go home to 
you. What I have seen in my Father’s presence, that is what I 38 
speak; what you have learned from your father, that is what you 
do.” 

They replied, “Abraham is our father.” 39 

And Jesus said, “If you are children of Abraham, follow the 
example of Abraham. 

As it is, you are bent on killing me, a man who have told you 40 
the truth I have heard from God. This is not what Abraham did. 
The example you follow is that of your own father.” 41 

“We are not children born of infidelity,” they said to him. “God 
is our father—and God alone.” 

And Jesus replied, “If God were your father, you would love 42 
me, for I am here because I have come from God. I have not 
come on my own account; it was he who sent me. 

Why do you not understand my teaching? Because your minds 43 
are closed to my word. 

You belong to your father, the devil, and the desires of your 44 
father you choose to carry out. From the beginning he was a 
destroyer of men; he has not stood in the truth, because there is 
no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks in character; 
for he is a liar, and the father of lies. 
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Before Abraham was- / am 

+5 But I speak the truth, and therefore you refuse to believe me. 

46 Can any of you prove wrong against me? And if I speak the 
truth, why do you refuse to believe? 

47 Anyone who has God for father accepts the words of God; and 
if you do not accept them, it is because you do not have God as 
your father.” 

48 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you 
are a foreign heretic and possessed by a demon?” 

49 Jesus replied, “On the contrary—far from being possessed—I 

50 honour my Father, whereas you dishonour me. I am not seeking 
glory for myself; there is another who seeks it—and judges. 

51 Believe me, anyone who is faithful to my word shall never see 
death.” 

52 The Jews therefore said to him, “Now we know for sure that 
you are possessed. Abraham and the prophets are all dead; but 
you say, ‘Anyone who is faithful to my word shall never taste 

53 death.’ Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? 
Or the prophets, who also died? Who do you think you are?” 

54 Jesus answered, “If self-glory were my ambition, my glory would 
be worthless. But it is my Father who glorifies me. While you 

55 claim that he is your God, you have never known him. But I 
know him. And if I were to say I did not know him, I should be 
a liar like you. 

I know him, and I am faithful to his word. 

From eternity to eternity—I am 

56 Your father Abraham rejoiced that he should see my day; he saw 
it, and was glad.” 

57 The Jews answered, “You are not yet fifty! Have you seen 
Abraham ?” 

58 And he replied, “Believe me, before Abraham was born, I am.” 

59 They picked up stones to stone him. 

But Jesus was hidden from them and left the temple. 

And see, no longer blinded by our eyes 
9, 1 As he was walking along, he saw a man 
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blind. And his disciples asked him, “Master, why was this man 2 
born blind ? Was it he himself who sinned, or was it his parents ?” 
Jesus answered them, “There was no sin, either on his part or 3 
that of his parents; he is blind because the works of God were 
to be revealed in him. So long as it is day we must do the work 4 
of him who sent me; the night is coming, when no man can work. 
While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 5 

Having said this, he spat on the ground and made a paste of the 6 
spittle. He put the paste on the man’s eyes and said to him, “Go 7 
and wash in the pool of Siloam.” (The word is interpreted 
‘Sent’.) 

And the man went off and washed and came back with his sight 
restored. 

His lone might ’gainst all darkness opposing 

His neighbours and those who had known him before as a beggar 8 
began to wonder, “Isn’t this the one who used to sit begging?” 
Some said, “Yes, it is.” Others thought, “No, it’s someone like 9 

But he himself said, “I am the man.” 

“How did you get your sight back?” they asked. 10 

And he replied, "The man called Jesus made a paste, smeared 11 
it on my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went, 
and washed, and now I can see.” 

They asked him, “Where is this man?” 12 

And he replied, “I don’t know.” 

So they brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees; 13 
the day on which Jesus made the clay paste and restored the 14 
man’s sight was a sabbath. 

The Pharisees, therefore, asked him again how he had got his 15 
sight back. 

And the man replied, ‘He put clay on my eyes; then I washed, 
and now I see.” 

Some of them said, “Surely this man can’t be from God, since 16 
he doesn’t keep the sabbath!” 

“But how can miracles like these be the work of a sinner?” 
others asked. So they were divided. 

They turned therefore to the blind man and said to him, 17 
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“What do you think, seeing that it was your eyes he opened ?” 
He replied, "He is a prophet.” 

18 The Jews therefore refused to believe he had been blind and had 

19 got back his sight, until they summoned his parents and asked 
them, “Is this your son? Do you say that he was born blind? 
And how is it that he can now see?” 

20 The man’s parents replied, “Yes, he’s our son all right, and we 

21 know that he was born blind. But how he got his sight back or 
who opened his eyes we have no idea. Ask himself! He’s of age; 
let him speak for himself.” 

22 The parents gave this answer because they were afraid of the 
Jews. For the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
acknowledged Jesus as the Messiah should be banned from the 
synagogue. 

23 That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask himself.” 

What place shall open to Him? Shall the day. 

Shall darkness, to His urgency give heed? 

24 For a second time therefore they called the man who had been 
blind and said to him, “Tell the truth before God! We know 
that this fellow is a sinner.” 

25 He answered, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. But 
I know one thing: I was blind and now I can see.” 

26 “What did he do to you?” they asked. “How did he restore your 
sight?” 

27 And he replied, “I have toldyou already and you wouldn’t listen. 
Why do you want it repeated ? Are you thinking of becoming his 
disciples?” 

28 At this they abused him roundly and said to him, “Disciples of 

29 his ? You may be one! We are disciples of Moses. We know that 
God’s revelation was to Moses; but who this fellow is, or where 
he is from, we do not know.” 

30 The man answered them, “Now this is strange indeed! Here’s 
a man who opened my eyes, and you don’t know where he’s 

31 from! We all know that God does not listen to sinners; he listens 

32 to the one who respects and obeys him. Who ever heard of a 

33 man opening the eyes of a person born blind ? If this man were 
not from God, he could do nothing.” 
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And they replied, “You were bred and bom in sin; how dare you 34 
And they threw him out. 

Jesus heard that he had been thrown out; when he found him 35 
he said to him, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 

“Who is he, sir,” the man asked, “that I may believe in him?” 36 
And Jesus answered, “You have seen him; it is he who speaks 37 
to you.” 

The man flung himself at his feet, and confessed, “I believe, 38 
Lord.” 

And Jesus said, “For judgement have I come into the world: 39 
that those who are blind should see, and that those who see 
should become blind.” 

Some Pharisees in the company heard these words, and asked, 40 
“Are we too blind.” 

And Jesus replied, “If you were really blind you would have no 41 
sin; now that you say ‘we see’, your sin remains.” 

The Lord is my shepherd 

“Believe me, any man who does not enter the sheep-fold by 10, 
the door but climbs in somewhere else is a thief and a robber; 
he who enters by the door-is the shepherd of the sheep. To him 2 
the door-keeper opens; he is the one whose voice the sheep obey, 
as he calls his own by name and leads them out. And when he 4 
has brought them all out, he goes ahead of them; and his sheep 
follow him, because they know his voice. 

They will not follow a stranger, but will run away from him, 5 
because they do not recognize the voice of strangers.” 

Jesus told them this parable; but they did not understand what 6 
he meant by it. 

The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in 

Jesus therefore said to them again, “Believe me, I am the door 7 
of the sheep. All who came before me were thieves and robbers, 8 
but the sheep would not listen to them. I am the door; any man 9 
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who enters by me will be saved. He will go in, and go out, and 
io will find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I have come that they may have life in all its fulness. 


Except for love's sake only 

n I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd gives his life for his 
sheep. 

12 The hired man, or any other stranger to whom the sheep do not 
belong, abandons the sheep and runs away as soon as he sees the 

13 wolf coming, allowing the wolf to seize and scatter them. Since 
he only works for pay, he has no real interest in the sheep. 

14 I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own know me, 

15 as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down 
my life for the sheep. 

16 And I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold; these too 
I must lead. They will obey my voice; and there will be one 
flock and one shepherd. 

By your death 1 have lived 

17 If the Father loves me it is because I lay down my life, so as to 

18 take it up again. No one takes it from me; I lay it down of myself. 
I have the right to lay it down, and the right to take it up again, 
having received this commandment from my Father.” 

19 Once again his words caused division among the Jews. 

20 Many said, “He is mad—possessed by a demon. Why listen to 
him?” 

21 Others replied, “These are not the words of a man with a demon. 
Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?” 

22 The feast of the temple dedication was being held at the time in 

23 Jerusalem. It was winter. Jesus was in the temple, walking back 
and forth in Solomon’s cloister. 

24 The Jews therefore gathered round him and asked, “How long 
more are you going to keep us in suspense? Tell us straight, if 
you are the Messiah.” 
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Can l out leap the sea — 

The edge of all land, the final sea ? 

25 Jesus answered, “I have told you, but you do not believe. The 
works that I do in my Father’s name, these are my testimony; 

26 but you do not believe, because you are not sheep of my flock. 

27 My sheep listen to my voice. I know them, and they follow me; 

28 and I give them eternal life. They shall never perish, and no one 
shall snatch them from my hand. 

29 My Father who gave them to me is greater than all; and no one 
can snatch them from the hand of the Father. 

30 The Father and I are one.” 

Faith’s transcendent dower 

31 Once again the Jews picked up stones to stone him. 

32 And Jesus said to them, “Many are the works that I have shown 
you from the Father, and all of them good; for which of these 
would you stone me?” 

33 They answered, “It’s not for any good work that we would stone 
you, but for blasphemy; because you, a mere man, make yourself 
God.” 

34 Jesus replied, “Does it not stand written in your law, ‘I said, 

35 You are gods’ ? If the people to whom God’s word was spoken 
can be called ‘gods’ and the Scripture cannot be set aside, how 

36 can you accuse me of blasphemy when I assert—I whom the 
Father consecrated and sent into the world—that ‘I am the 
Son of God’ ? 

37 If the works that I do are not those of my Father, do not believe 

38 in me; but if they are, at least believe in the works, even if you 
do not believe in me. Then you will know indeed that the Father 
is in me and I am in the Father.” 

39 And again they wanted to seize him. 

But he escaped them. 

Struggling towards God 

40 He departed once more to the other side of the Jordan, where 
John had formerly been baptizing; here he stayed and many 
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came to him. “John worked no miracle,” they said, “but every- 41 
thing John said about this man was true.” 

And many came to believe in him there. 42 


And death shall have no dominion 

A man called Lazarus fell ill; he was from Bethany, the village 11, 
where Mary lived, with her sister Martha: Mary was the one 2 
who anointed the Lord with an expensive perfume and wiped 
his feet with her hair; the one who had fallen ill was her brother 
Lazarus. 

The sisters sent a message to him: “Please, Lord, your friend is 3 
ill.” 

And on hearing it Jesus said, “This illness is not going to end 4 
in death but is for the glory of God; through it the Son of God 
will be glorified.” 

Therefore, although Jesus was a dear friend of Martha and her 5 
sister and Lazarus, when he got news of the illness he stayed 6 
where he was for another two days. 

Only then did he say to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judaea.” 7 
“Master,” they replied, “recently the Jews wanted to stone you. 8 
Are you going back already?” 

He answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight ? When a 9 
man walks in day-time he does not stumble, because he sees the 
light of this world; but he stumbles if he walks.in the night 10 
because he has no light in him.” 

Having said this he added, “Lazarus our friend has fallen asleep; 11 
but 1 will go and wake him.” 

The disciples said, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep he will be all 12 
right.” 

But Jesus was speaking of his death. They thought he meant 13 
ordinary sleep. 

Then he said openly, “Lazarus is dead. I am glad on your account 14 
that I was not there, so that you may have faith. Let us go to 
him.” 

Thomas, the one called the “Twin”, said to his fellow-disciples, 16 
“Let us all go that we may die with him.” 
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In the faith that looks through death 

17 On arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had been four days in the 

18 grave. Bethany was near Jerusalem, only about two miles away, 

19 and many of the Jews had come out to Martha and Mary to 
console them over their brother’s death. 

20 Therefore as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, Martha 
went out to meet him, while Mary stayed at home. 

21 And Martha said to Jesus, “If you had been here, Lord, my 

22 brother would not have died. But I know that even now God will 
give you anything you ask.” 

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

24 “Yes, I know.” Martha replied, “He will rise in the resurrection 
of the last day.” 

25 And Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. Any person 

26 who has faith in me will live, even though he die; and no living 
person who has faith in me will ever die. Do you believe this?” 

27 “Yes, Lord,” Martha replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, 
the Son of God, who was to come into the world.” 

Bid me to live, and I will live 

28 Having said this Martha went home and quietly called for her 
sister Mary. “The Master is here,” she said. “He wants you.” 

29 So Mary on hearing it got ready in a hurry and went out to him. 

30 For Jesus had not yet come into the village but was still at the 
place where Martha had met him. 

31 The Jews in the house with her, who were consoling her, when 
they saw Mary get ready and hurry out, went out after her, 
thinking that she was going to the grave to mourn there. 

32 And Mary, when she came to where Jesus was, fell at his feet on 
seeing him and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died.” 

33 Jesus noticed her weeping, and the Jews who were with her 
weeping. A feeling of anger came upon him and he was troubled. 

34 “Where have you buried him,?” he asked. 

And they replied, “Lord, come and see.” 

35 Jesus wept. 

36 And the Jews exclaimed, “How dearly he must have loved himl” 
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37 But some remarked, “He restored sight to the blind man, didn’t 
he? Could he not have prevented this other from dying?” 

38 And Jesus again felt anger, as he arrived at the tomb. It was a 
cave and a stone lay against it. 

39 He told them to remove the stone. But the dead man’s sister, 
Martha, said to him, “Lord, by now the body is decaying; this 
is the fourth day.” 

40 Jesus replied, “Did I not tell you that if you had faith you would 
see the glory of God ?” 

41 Then they took away the stone. 

Jesus raised his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you for hearing 

42 me. I know that you always hear me; but I say this on account of 
the people present here, that they may believe you have sent me.” 

43 Having said this, he called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 

44 And the dead man came out, his hands and feet bound in linen 
bands, and his face covered with a cloth. 

Jesus said to the people, “Release him and let him go home.” 

Cursed be the social lies that warp us from the living truth 

45 Many of the Jews who had come to Mary, and had seen the 
miracle that Jesus worked, now believed in him. 

46 But some of them went to the Pharisees and reported his action. 

47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees assembled the Council and 
said to them, “Where are we getting? This man goes on working 

48 miracles. If we let him continue, everyone will believe in him. 
Then the Romans will come and take away our temple and our 

49 But one of them, Caiphas, who was the high priest for that year, 

50 said to them, “You people have no sense! You don’t use your 
heads. Your own interest demands that one man should die for 
the people, rather than that the whole nation should perish.” 

51 Now Caiphas did not say this of himself; he was the high priest 
for that year, and therefore his words were a prophecy that Jesus 

52 was to die for the nation, and not only to die for the nation but 
also to gather into one all the scattered people of God. 

All this in the house of my friends 

53 From that day on they were resolved to kill him. 
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Jesus, therefore, no longer went about openly among the Jews; 54 
he retired to a town called Ephraim on the edge of the desert and 
remained there with his disciples. 

The Jewish pasch was approaching. Many people had gone up 55 
to Jerusalem from the country, in time to purify themselves for 
the feast. All were looking for Jesus, asking one another, as they 56 
stood in the temple, “What do you think? Is he not coming to 
the feast ?” The chief priests and the Pharisees had issued orders 57 
that anyone who knew where he was should let them know, so 
that they could arrest him. 

And, in her face, the whole earth’s anguish prays 

Six days before the pasch Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus 12, 
lived whom he had raised from the dead. 

They gave a dinner for him; Martha did the serving and Lazarus 2 
was one of the guests. 

And Mary, taking a full pound of genuine and very costly per- 3 
fume, anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped them dry with her 
hair. The whole house was filled with the scent of the perfume. 
One of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, the man who was to betray 4 
him, remarked, “This perfume was worth a lot of money. Why 5 
wasn’t it sold, and the money given to the poor?” 

He said this not because he was interested in the poor but because 6 
he was a thief; for Judas was the bearer of the common purse 
and used pilfer the money put into it. 

Jesus therefore said, “Leave her alone! Let her keep it for my 7 
burial-day. You will always have the poor with you, but you will 8 
not always have me.” 

Cruelty has a human heart 

A large number of the Jews who had learned that he was at 9 
Bethany came out there, not only to see Jesus but also to see 
Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 

And since, because of him, many Jews were being converted to 10 
faith in Jesus, the chief priests decided to destroy Lazarus as 
well. 
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Those holy fields 
Over whose acres walked those blessed feet 

12 Next day it came to the ears of the multitude who had come for 

13 the feast that Jesus was about to enter Jerusalem. So they got 
themselves palm-branches and went out to meet him. And they 
shouted: 

“Praise to God! Blessings on him who comes in the name of the 
Lord, the King of Israel!” 

14 Jesus had found a donkey and was riding it, for so it had been 
written in Scripture: 

15 ‘Fear not, daughter of Sion. 

See! Your king is coming, riding a donkev-colt.’ 

16 At first his disciples did not see the meaning of this; but when 
Jesus had been exalted to glory, then they recalled that this had 
been done to him. 

17 The people who had been with Jesus when he called Lazarus 

18 from the tomb and raised him to life were telling of it. And that 
was why the crowd went out to meet him; they had learned of 
this great miracle which he had worked. 

19 The Pharisees could only say to one another, “You see! There is 
nothing you can do! The whole world has gone after him.” 

There rises an unspeakable desire 

20 Among the people who had come up to worship at the feast were 

21 some Greeks. These approached Philip, who was from Bethsaida 
in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we would like to see Jesus.” 

22 Philip then went and told Andrew, and the two of them went to 
tell Jesus. 

To act for life’s sake 

23 And Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to 

24 be glorified. Believe me, if the grain of wheat does not fall into 
the earth, it remains a single grain; but if it dies it yields a rich 
harvest. 

25 The man who loves his life will lose it; the man who hates his 
life in this world will keep it for life eternal. 
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Anyone who wishes to be my servant must follow me; and 26 
wherever I am, there too my servant will be. The one who serves 
me will be honoured by my Father. 

Now my heart is sorely troubled, and what am I to say? 27 

‘Father, save me from this hour’? 

But no! For why else have I come to this hour ? 28 

So then, ‘Father, glorify your name.’ ” 

But here is the finger of God 

At that a voice echoed from heaven, “I have glorified it; and I 
will glorify it again.” 

The people who were standing around heard it. Some thought 29 
it to be thunder; others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 

But Jesus replied, “This voice was for you, not for me. 30 

An answer for seekers of Jesus 

Now has come the judgement of this world; the ruler of this 31 
world is now to be driven out. And I, if 1 am lifted up from the 32 
earth, will draw all men to myself.” 

This he said in prediction of how he was going to die. 33 

How my light is spent 

The people replied, “We have been taught in the law that the 34 
Messiah is to remain for ever. What do you mean by saying that 
the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” 
Jesus said to them, “For yet a little while the light is with you. 35 
Walk while you have the light, lest the dark come upon you. 
When a man walks in the dark, he does not know where he is 
going. While you have the light, believe in it, so that you may 36 
be children of light.” 

And it was I who did it all 
Who did it all 

When he had said these things Jesus went away and was hidden 37 
from them. He had done so many signs for them to see, yet they 
would not have faith in him. 
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38 Thus the words of the prophet Isaia were to be fulfilled: 

‘Lord, who has believed our report? 

To whom has the power of the Lord been revealed ?’ 

39 And the reason why they could not believe was also given by 
Isaia: 

40 ‘He has blinded their eyes, 
and closed their minds, 

lest they should see with their eyes, 
and perceive with their minds, 
and be converted, 
and 1 should heal them.’ 

41 These things Isaia said because he saw his glory and spoke about 

Without fear and without reproach? 

42 Nevertheless, even among the rulers there were many who had 
faith in him; but because of the Pharisees they would not confess 

43 to it, lest they should be banned from the synagogue. They 
valued the respect of men more than the glory of God. 

All death and all life, and all reigns and all ruins, drop through 
me as sands 

44 Jesus cried out and said, “The man who has faith in me, has 

45 faith in him who sent me; the man who sees me, sees him who 
sent me. 

46 I have come into the world as a light; no one therefore who has 

47 faith in me shall remain in darkness. And if one hears my words 
but does not remain faithful, it is not I who judge him; for I have 

48 not come to judge the world but to save the world. Any man who 
rejects me or refuses to accept my words already stands under 
a judge: the very word that I have spoken will speak his judge¬ 
ment on the last day. 

49 I have not spoken on my own account; the Father who sent me 
has himself given me commandment what to say and how to 

50 say it. And I know that his commandment stands for eternal life. 
What I say, therefore, is what the Father has told me to say.” 
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Our voluntary service he requires 

The feast of the pasch was at hand. Jesus knew that the hour 13, 
had come for him to leave this world and to go to the Father. 

He had loved his own who were in the world, and he would love 
them to the end. 

The devil had already entered the heart of Judas, the son of 2 
Simon Iscariot, to betray him. 

During supper, therefore, Jesus, knowing that the Father had 3 
entrusted all things to him, and that he had come from God and 
was about to return to God, got up from table, laid aside his 4 
garments, and wrapped a towel round him. Having poured 5 
water in a basin he began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe 
them dry with the towel he had wrapped round him. 

To bear new life or learn to live is an exacting joy 

He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to him. “Are you, Lord, 6 
going to wash my feet?” 

Jesus said, “What I am doing is not clear to you now, but you 7 
will understand it later.” 

“You shall not wash my feet,” said Peter. “Never!” 8 

And Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, your place is not with 

“In that case, Lord,” said Simon Peter, “not only my feet but 9 
my hands and my head.” 

Jesus said to him, “When one has fully bathed one needs no 10 
further washing, but is altogether clean. And you are clean, but 
not all of you.” 

He knew who was going to betray him; that was why he said, 11 
‘You are not all clean.’ 

The paradox and mode of all true loving 

When he had washed their feet he put on his garments again and 12 
resumed his place at table. 

He said to them, “What I have just done for you, do you see 13 
what it means? You call me ‘Master’ and ‘Lord’—and rightly, 
because I am. Therefore if I your Lord and Master have washed 14 
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15 your feet, you too must wash one another’s feet. I have given 
you an example; what I have done for you, you also must 
do. 

16 A servant, I tell you, is not greater than his master, an apostle is 

17 not greater than the one who sent him. If you understand the 
lesson, act on it and you are blessed. 


Judas arose and departed: night went out to the night 

18 lam not speaking about all of you; I know whom I have chosen. 
But the Scripture must be fulfilled: ‘One who shared meals with 
me has turned against me.’ 

19 I tell it to you now, before it happens, so that when it does happen 
you may believe that I am he. 

20 Believe me, the man who receives an apostle of mine, receives 
me; and receiving me, he receives him who sent me.” 

21 Having said this Jesus—in deep anguish of spirit—spoke out his 
mind, “In God’s name I tell you, one of you is going to betray 

22 And the disciples began to look from one to another, wondering 
which of them he could have in mind. 

23 Since one of them, the disciple whom he loved, lay beside Jesus 

24 at table, Simon Peter beckoned to him with a sign, “Ask who it 
is he means.” 

25 So the disciple leant back against Jesus from where he lay, and 
asked, “Lord, who is it?” 

26 Jesus replied, “I shall dip this bread in the dish and hand it to 
him; he is the one.” 

He then dipped the bread and gave it to Judas, the son of Simon 
Iscariot. 

27 After the incident of the bread Satan entered Judas. 

And Jesus said to him, “What you are doing, do it soon.” 

28 But none of the others at table knew exactly why he said this. 

29 Since Judas held the purse several thought that Jesus was telling 
him to go and buy what was needed for the feast; others that he 
was telling him to give charity to the poor. 

30 Judas took the bread and went straight out. 

And it was night. 
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And then there comes the shutting of a door 

After he had gone out Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is 31 
glorified; and in him God is glorified. If God is glorified in him, 32 
God will also glorify him in himself, and will glorify him now. 

My friends, I still have a short while with you. You will look for 33 
me; and I say to you here, what I have said already to the Jews: 
Where I go, you cannot come. 

Be the ways of thy giving 
As mine were to thee 

A new commandment I give to you—that you love one another. 34 
As I have loved you, so must you love one another. In this way 35 
all men will know that you are my disciples, that you love one 
another.” 

Watchman, zvhat of the night? 

Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?” 36 

And Jesus replied, “You cannot follow me now to where I go, 
but you will follow later.” 

Peter said, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down 37 
my life for you.” 

And Jesus answered, “So you will lay down your life for me? 38 
Believe me, the cock will not have crowed before you deny me 
three times.” 

Our souls have sight of that immortal sea 

He said to them, “Do not be anxious. Have faith in God; have 14, 
faith also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling- 2 
places. Otherwise I should have told you; for the purpose of my 
going is to prepare a place for you. And when I have gone and 3 
prepared for you, then I will come again and take you to myself. 

For where I am, there I want you to be. 

And the way to where I go you already know.” 4 

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going. 5 
How can we know the way?” 

Jesus replied, “I am the way and the truth and the life; no one 6 
comes to the Father except by me. 
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I will lift up mine eyes to the hills 

7 If you knew me you would also know my Father. But as from 
now you know him; you have seen him.” 

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father and we’ll be 
satisfied.” 

9 And Jesus replied, “Is it possible, Philip, that I have been so 
long with you and you still do not know me ? When one sees me 
one sees the Father. How then can you say, ‘Show us the Father’ ? 

10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me ? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on my own 
account; it is the Father dwelling in me who does his works. 

11 Believe me, I am in the Father, and the Father is in me; or at 
least believe because of what I do. 

12 I assure you, the man who has faith in me will do the things that 
I do, and will do even greater than these. For I am going to the 

13 Father, and will do for you anything you may ask in my name, 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 

14 Anything you ask in my name, that I will do. 

I am the breath of God. I am His liberty 

15 If you love me you will keep my commandments. And I will ask 
the Father and he will give you another Advocate, the Spirit of 

17 truth, to remain with you for ever. The world cannot receive 
him, because the world neither sees him nor knows him; but 
you know him, because he resides with you and will be in you. 

18 I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. 

19 A little while now and the world sees me no more. But you will 
see me; for as I live, you too shall live. 

In thee I will overcome 

The man who once against thee fought 

20 On that day you will know that I am in the Father—and you in 

21 me, and I in you. The man who has my commandments and 
keeps them, he is the one who loves me. And loving me he will 
be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will reveal myself 
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Then he was asked by the other Jude—not the Iscariot, “Lord, 22 
how explain that you will reveal yourself to us and not to the 
world?” 

Jesus replied, “The one who loves me will be faithful to my word; 23 
and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and will 
stay with him. 

Whoever does not love me is not faithful to my words. And the 24 
word you hear is not mine; it is the word of the Father who sent 


Then dawns the Invisible: the Unseen its truth reveals 

All this I have told you while I have been with you. 25 

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in 26 
my name, will teach you all things and will bring to your minds 
all that I have told you. 

Grant us thy peace 

Peace I leave to you, my own peace I give to you. Not what 27 
the world gives do I give to you. Let no anxiety, no fear, trouble 
your hearts. You have heard me say to you, ‘I go away, and I 28 
come to you again.’ If you loved me, you would be glad that I 
go to the Father; for the Father is greater than I. 

I have told you now before the event, so that when it comes to 29 
pass you may have faith. 

I shall not say much more to you now; for the ruler of this world 30 
is coming. Not that he has any power against me, but the world 31 
must know that I love the Father, and that what I do is what the 
Father has commanded me. 

Rise, therefore. Let us go.” 

The life-tree am I 

“I am the true vine; my Father is the vine-dresser. Any branch is, 1 
in me that fails to bear fruit, he cuts away; any branch that bears 
fruit, he trims clean, to make it more fruitful still. 

Already you have been cleansed by the word that I have spoken 3 
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4 Remain united with me, as I am with you. A branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, unless it is united with the vine; so too you cannot 
bear fruit, unless you are united with me. 

5 I am the vine; you are the branches. 

So long as each of you is united with me, and I with him, you 

6 will bear much fruit; for without me you can do nothing. But, 
like the branch, if one does not remain united with me one is 
thrown out and left to wither; and what is withered is gathered 
and thrown into the fire and burnt. 

7 So long as you are united with me and my words find root in you, 
ask for anything you want and it will be given you. 

8 And by this is my Father glorified, that you yield a rich harvest, 
being disciples of mine. 

Be nothing first, and then be love 

9 As the Father has loved me, I have loved you. Remain in my love. 

10 If you keep my commandments you will remain in my love, as 
I have kept my Father’s commandments and remain in his love. 

11 I have told you this that my joy may be yours, and that your joy 
may be complete. 

12 This is my commandment: Love one another, as I have loved 

13 you. The greatest love one can have is to give one’s life for one’s 
friends. 

Not as servant to lord, not as master to slave, shalt thou give thee 
to me 

14 You are my friends, so long as you do what I command. Servants 
I do not call you, because a servant does not know what his mas¬ 
ter does; but I have called you friends, because I have made 
known to you all that I have learnt from my Father. 

16 It was not you who chose me; it was I who chose you. I appointed 
you to go out and bear fruit, a fruit that will not pass away; so 
anything you ask in my name, the Father will give you. 

17 And what I command you is this: Love one another. 

Shall I go bound and you go free? 

18 When the world hates you, bear in mind that it has hated me 
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19 before you. If you were of the world, the world would love you 
as its own; but since you are not of the world, since I have chosen 
you out of the world, for this reason the world hates you. 

zo Remember what I said: ‘A servant is not greater than his 
master.’ If they have persecuted me they will persecute you; if 
they have been faithful to my word they will also be faithful to 

21 yours. Yes, ail these things they will do to you because of me, 
because they have not known the one who sent me. 

22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty 
of sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. 

23 Anyone who hates me hates my Father. If I had not done works 
among them that no one else has done, they would not be guilty 
of sin; as it is they have seen and hated both me and my Father. 

25 But so it had to be; for so it stands written in their own law: 
‘They have hated me without cause.’ 

How in this absence thou dost steere 
Me from above 

26 When the Advocate comes, whom I will send you from the 
Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will 
be my witness. 

27 And you too are witnesses, because you have been with me from 
the beginning. 

16, 1 I have told you these things to guard against your losing faith. 

2 You will be shut out from the synagogues. Indeed, a time is 
coming when everyone who kills you will think he is offering 

3 worship to God; and they will do these things because they have 
not known either the Father or me. 

4 Therefore I have told you all this so that when their hour comes 
you may remember that I had warned you. I did not tell you 
from the beginning, because I was still with you. 

5 And now that I am going to him who sent me, none of you asks 
me, ‘Where are you going?’ 

6 But because I have told you these things sorrow has filled your 
hearts. 

7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth. It is for your own good that I 
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go away. If I do not go, the Advocate will not come; but if I go, 

I will send him to you. 

Yea, Truth and Justice then 
Will down return to men 

And he, when he comes,will show up the world, in regard to sin, 8 
and to justice, and to judgement. 

In regard to sin, because they refused to believe in me. 9 

In regard to justice, because I go to the Father, and therefore io 

In regard to judgement, because the ruler of this world has ii 
already been judged. 

A master-light of all our seeing 

I have much more to say to you, only you cannot bear it now. 12 
But when he comes who is the Spirit of truth, he will guide you 13 
to the whole truth. For he will not speak on his own account; 
he will speak what he hears, and will announce to you the things 
that are coming. 

He will glorify me; for he will receive what is mine and will 14 
announce it to you. All that the Father has is mine; that is 15 
why I said: ‘he receives what is mine and will announce it to 

Hereafter, in a better world than this 

Soon you will see me no more; and soon again you will see me.” 16 
Some of his disciples began to ask one another, “What does he 17 
mean by this ‘Soon you will see me no more; and soon again 
you will see me’? And this ‘going to the Father’? 

What can he mean by this ‘soon’ ? We don’t understand.” 18 
Jesus knew that they wanted to question him and said, “You are 19 
wondering why I said to you, ‘Soon you will see me no more, and 
soon again you will see me’ ? 

Infinite passion, and the pain 
Of finite hearts that yearn 

Believe me, you will weep and mourn, while the world will 20 

363 



JOHN 16 

rejoice; you will have sorrow, but your sorrow will turn to joy. 

21 A woman has sorrow when she is about to give birth, because her 
hour has come; but when her child is born she no longer 
remembers her anguish, for joy that a man has been bom into 
the world. 

22 So too, you feel sorrow now. But I shall see you again; and then 
vour hearts will rejoice, with a joy that no man can take from you. 

23 And on that day you will have no more questions to ask me. 

The costly doors flung open wide 

Believe me, anything you ask of the Father he will give it to you 

24 So far you have asked for nothing in my name; ask and you will 
receive, that your joy may be complete. 

25 I have told you these things in figures of speech. A time will come 
when I shall no longer speak in figures, when I shall tell you of 
the Father in plain words. 

26 On that day you will pray in my name; and I do not say to you 

27 that I shall ask the Father on your behalf. For the Father loves 
you himself, because you have loved me and have believed that 
I have come from God. 

The very throne of the eternal God 

28 I came from the Father and have come into the world; now I 
leave the world and return to the Father.” 

29 His disciples replied, “Now you are speaking plainly! These are 

30 no figures of speech! Now we are certain that you know all 
things, and do not have to be questioned; because of this we 
believe that you have come from God.” 

And a glory that shines upon our tears 

31 Jesus replied, “Do you now believe? 

32 Indeed the hour is coming—it has already come—when you will 
be scattered each to his own home and leave me alone. And yet 
I am not alone; for the Father is with me. 

33 I have told you these things so that, united with me, you may 
have peace. 
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In the world you have suffering. But courage! I have conquered 
the world.” 

That which ever lives and moves 

That was how Jesus spoke; and then he raised his eyes to 17, 1 
heaven and said: 

“Father the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may 
glorify you. 

For you have given him authority over all men, to give eternal 2 
life to all whom you have given him. 

And this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, 3 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 

I have brought you glory on earth; I have completed the work 4 
you gave me to do. 

Behind the veil, behind the veil 

And now, Father, bring me to glory with you, to the glory which 5 
I had with you before the world began. 

Behold I dream a dream of good 

I have revealed your name to the men whom you gave me out 6 
of the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me; they 
have been faithful to your word. 

Now they know that everything I have has been given me by 7 
you. For I have given to them the truth that you have given to 8 
me. And they have received it, and have learned that I have 
really come from you; they have believed that you sent me. 

I pray for them; not for the world do I pray, but for those whom 9 
you have given me, since they are yours. All that is mine is yours, 10 
all that is yours is mine; and by them I have been glorified. 

And mingle all the world with thee 

Now I am no longer in the world, because I am coming to you; 11 
but they remain in the world. Holy Father, keep them in your 
name—the name which you have entrusted to me. 

Let them be one, as we are one. 
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12 While I was with them I kept them in your name, and protected 
them. No one has been lost, except the man who was to be lost, 
because the Scripture had to be fulfilled. 

13 But now I am coming to you; and I say this while I am still in the 
world, because I want their hearts to be filled with my 
joy. 

14 I have delivered your word to them; and the world has hated 
them, because they do not belong to the world, as I do not belong 
to the world. 

15 I do not pray that you take them out of the world, but that you 
keep them from evil. 

16 They are not of the world, as I am not of the world. 

17 Consecrate them in the truth—in your word which is truth. 

18 As you' have sent me into the world, I have sent them into 
the world. 

19 And for them I consecrate myself that they too may be conse¬ 
crated in the truth. 


He, They, One, All; within, without 

20 I pray not only for these but for all others who through their 

21 word shall have faith in me. Let them all become one; as you, 
Father, are in me and I am in you, let them be united in us, that 
the world may believe that you have sent me. 

22 And I too have given to them the glory that you have given to 

23 me. So let them be one, as we are one. As I am in them, and you 
are in me, so let them become perfectly one, that the world may 
know that you have sent me, and have loved them as you have 
loved me. 

24 Father, I pray that all whom you have given me may be with me 
where I fm; let them have vision of my glory—the glory 
you have given me because you loved me before the world 
began. 

25 O righteous Father, theworld does not know you; but I know you, 
and these know that you have sent me. 

26 I have made your name known to them, and will make it known, 
so that the love you have had for me may also be in them, and 
I in them.” 
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Poor, fleeting, fretful, little arrogant shapes 

18, i After this prayer, Jesus went out with his disciples and crossed 
the gorge of the Kedron river. Here there was a garden which 

2 they entered. Judas the traitor also knew the place, because Jesus 

3 and his disciples had often met in it; so Judas came there with a 
company of soldiers and some agents of the chief priests and the 
Pharisees, equipped with lanterns, torches and weapons. 

4 Jesus knew all that was going to happen him. 

He went out and said to them, “Who is it you want?” 

5 And they replied, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 

He said, “I am he.” 

6 Judas the traitor stood among them; and as soon as Jesus said, 
‘I am he,’ they drew back and fell to the ground. 

7 Again he asked, “Who is it you want ?” 

And they replied, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 

8 He said, “I told you that I am he. Since I am the one you want, 
let these others go away.” 

9 And so the word he had spoken would come to pass: ‘I have lost 
none of those whom you have given me.’ 

The brave man with a sword! 

10 Simon Peter had a sword with him. He drew it and struck the 
high priest’s servant—his name was Malchus—and cut off his 
right ear. 

11 But Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back in its sheath. 
Shall I not drink the cup of suffering that my Father has given 


Dispersed in the night 

12 The soldiers with their officer and the agents of the Jews then 

13 seized Jesus and bound him. They brought him first to Annas; 
for he was the father-in-law of Caiphas, the high priest for that 

14 year and the one who had advised the Jews that in their own 
interest one man should die for the people. 

is Jesus was followed by Simon Peter and another disciple. The 
other disciple, being known to the high priest, was able to enter 
with Jesus to the high priest’s courtyard. 
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Peter was left standing at the door outside, until the other dis- 16 
ciple who was known to the high priest came out; he spoke to the 
girl at the door and brought Peter in. 

But the girl said to Peter, “Aren’t you one of this man’s 17 
disciples ?” 

And Peter replied, “No, I’m not.” 

It was cold. The servants and the agents had made a fire and 18 
were standing round it warming themselves. 

So Peter joined them too and stood there warming himself. 

Have pity, master, this is a wicked land 

Meanwhile the high priest interrogated JeSus about his disciples 19 
and his teaching. 

And Jesus replied, “I have spoken openly to the world. I have 20 
never taught except where Jews come together, in synagogue or 
temple, and have said nothing in secret. Why question me ? Ask 21 
the people who have heard what I said. They know my words.” 
When he had said this one of the agents who was standing by 22 
struck him in the face and said, “Is that how you answer the high 

Jesus replied, “If what I have said is wrong, prove it; if I am 23 
right, why strike me?” 

Annas therefore sent him away bound to Caiphas the high priest. 24 

And thus reveal my insufficiency 
My lack, my weakness, my inferiority 

Meanwhile Simon Peter stood warming himself. The others said 25 
to him, “You’re one of his disciples, aren’t you?” 

But he denied it flatly, “No, I’m not!” 

And one of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose 26 
ear Peter had cut off, said to him, “Did I not see you with him 
in the garden ?” 

Peter denied it again. And at the same moment a cock crowed. 27 
What are we in the hands of the great God? 

They led Jesus from Caiphas to the headquarters of the Roman 28 
governor. It was early in the morning. The Jews would not enter 
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the building; for they had yet to eat the paschal lamb and did 
not want to defile themselves. 

2t) Pilate therefore came out to them and asked, “What charge do 
you bring against this man?” 

30 “He’s a wrongdoer,” they replied. “Why else do you think we 
have brought him to you?” 

31 “Very well,” said Pilate. “Take him yourselves and try him 
according to your own law.” 

32 “But we have no right to execute capital punishment,” the Jews 
replied. 

And so the prediction of Jesus about the manner of his death 
was to be fulfilled. 

33 Pilate therefore again entered his residence and summoned Jesus. 
“Are you the King of the Jews?” he asked. 

34 And Jesus replied, “Do you ask on your own account, or is this 
what others have said about me?” 

35 “Am I a Jew?” replied Pilate. “Your own people and the chief 
priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” 

36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is notof this world. If my kingdom 
w ere of this world my servants would have fought to prevent my 
arrest by the Jews; but my kingdom is not of this world.” 

37 “Nevertheless, you are a king?” said Pilate. 

And Jesus answered, “What you say is true. I am a king. I was 
born and came into the world for this very purpose, to witness 
to the truth. Everyone who stands for the truth hears my voice.” 

38 “What is truth?” Pilate replied. 

When honour’s at the stake. How stand I then ? 

Having said these words he went out again to the Jews and 
told them, “I find no case against this man. 

39 You have a custom however that I release a prisoner to you at 
the paschal season. Would you like me then to release to you the 
King of the Jews?” 

40 And they all shouted out, “No, not him! We want Barabbas!” 
(Barabbas was a revolutionary.) 

A little lower than the angels 

19, 1 Pilate then had Jesus flogged. And the soldiers plaited a crown 
of thorns and fixed it on his head. Then they dressed him in a 
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3 scarlet robe and began to walk towards him and say, “Greeting 
to the King of the Jews!” And they struck him in the face. 

'Twas I who made the blow to fall 
On him who thought no guile 

4 Once again Pilate came out and said to them, “I’m bringing him 
out to you to let you see that I find nothing against him.” 

5 And Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the scarlet 
robe. 

“Just look at the man!” said Pilate. 

6 And the moment they saw him the chief priests and the agents 
shouted out, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 

“Take him then yourselves and crucify him,” Pilate said to them. 
“I find nothing against him.” 

7 And the Jews answered, “We have a law, and by that law he 
should die; he made himself out to be the Son of God.” 

8 When Pilate heard mention of this he was even more afraid; 

9 he went in again to his residence and asked Jesus, “Where are 
you from?” 

But Jesus gave him no answer. 

10 “So you will not speak?” said Pilate. “Are you not aware that I 
have authority either to release you or to have you crucified?” 

11 Jesus replied, “You would-have no authority over me were it not 
given you from above; therefore those who betrayed me to you 
are guilty of the greater sin.” 

Why Caesar is their onely King, not I 

12 After this Pilate was most anxious to release him. 

But the Jews kept shouting, “If you release this man you are no 
friend of the emperor; anyone who claims to be king does so in 
defiance of Caesar.” 

13 On hearing this, Pilate ordered Jesus to be led out. And he took 
his seat on the bench, at the place called the “pavement” (in 
Hebrew Gabbatha). 

14 It was about midday, on the day of preparation prior to the 
And Pilate said to the Jews, “Just look at your king!” 
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They shouted back, “Take him away! Away! Away! Crucify 15 
him!” 

“Shall I crucify your king?” he asked. 

And the chief priests replied, “We have no king but Caesar.” 

And I must take my Cross on me 
For wronging him awhile 

Pilate then handed him over to be crucified. 16 

The soldiers took him in charge. And Jesus carried his own cross 17 
and went out to the ‘place of the skull,’ as it was called (in 
Hebrew Golgotha). 

There they crucified him, along with two others—one on the 18 
right and one on the left, with Jesus between them. 

Pilate had a notice drawn up and fastened to the cross; it read, 19 
JESUS OF NAZARETH, KING OF THE JEWS. 

And many of the Jews read this notice, because the place where 20 
Jesus was crucified was near the city; it was written in Hebrew, 
Latin and Greek. 

The chief priests and the Jews therefore protested to Pilate, 21 
“King of the Jews is not what you should write, but that this man 
claimed to be King of the Jews.” 

Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 22 

Having crucified Jesus the soldiers divided his clothes into four 23 
parts, one for each soldier; there remained his inner tunic, which 
was woven in a single piece and had no seam. 

The soldiers therefore decided, “Instead of tearing it let us draw 24 
lots to see who will get it.” 

And so the prophecy of Scripture would come true: ‘They divided 
my garments among them; they cast lots for my clothing.’ 

For the soldiers did all these things. 

Daughter of time and mother of eternity 

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother and her sister, Mary 23 
the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. 

When Jesus saw his mother standing nearby, with the disciple 26 
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whom he loved, he said to his mother, “Mother, there is your 

27 To the disciple he said, “There is your mother.” 

And from that moment the disciple took her into his home. 

His desiderate cry 

28 Knowing that at this point everything had been brought to 
completion, Jesus said, to fulfil the scripture, “I am thirsty.” 

29 A jar of vinegar lay at hand; so they filled a sponge with the 
vinegar, put it on a stalk of hyssop, and held it to his lips. 

I have trodden the winepress alone 

30 And when he had taken the vinegar Jesus said, “All is brought to 
completion”. He bowed his head and died. 

Drink, Pilgrim, here 

31 Since it was the day of preparation and the following day was a 
sabbath of special solemnity the Jews requested Pilate to have 
the legs broken and the victims removed, in order that the bodies 
should not remain hanging on the crosses on the sabbath. 

32 So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and then of 
the other of the two victims who had been crucified with him; 

33 but when they came to Jesus they found that he was already 

34 dead. Instead therefore of breaking his legs, one of the soldiers 
stabbed his side with a spear; immediately there flowed out 
blood and water. 

35 The one who saw it can testify to it, and his testimony is true. 
And he too knows that he speaks the truth, so that you also may 
believe. 

36 For all this took place to fulfil the Scripture, ‘You shall not break 

37 a bone in him’; and elsewhere the Scripture says, ‘They will 
look on the one whom they pierced.’ 

There is no love without hope 

38 Afterwards Joseph of Arimathaea, a disciple of Jesus—but in 
secret, out of fear of the Jews—asked Pilate for permission to 
remove the body of Jesus; and Pilate allowed it. 
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Joseph therefore came and took the body; he was joined by 39 
Nicodemus, the man who had formerly come to him by night, 
who came with a mixture of myrrh and spices, weighing more 
than a half a hundredweight. 

They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in 40 
strips of cloth, according to the Jewish custom of burial. 

Near the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and 41 
in the garden a new grave in which no one had yet been buried. 

Here therefore because it was the eve of the Jewish sabbath and 42 
the tomb was so convenient they buried the body of Jesus. 

No hope without love 

Early on the Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary of 20,1 
Magdala came to the tomb and found the stone removed from 
the entrance. She came running to Simon Peter and the other 2 
disciple whom Jesus loved and told them, “They have taken the 
Lord from the tomb and we don’t know where they have laid 
him.” Peter, therefore, and the other disciple went off and came 3 
to the tomb. Both set off together, running, but the other disciple 4 
outran Peter and arrived at it first. 

Bending forward he could see the linen strips lying inside, but he 5 

Simon Peter then arrived, following him, and he went inside. 6 
He saw the linen strips lying there, and also the cloth which had 7 
covered his head, which was not with the strips but rolled up in 
a corner by itself. 

And then the other disciple went inside, the one who had arrived 8 
first. He saw and believed; for they had hitherto not understood 9 
from the Scriptures that he must rise from the dead. 

The two disciples then returned home. 10 

And neither hope nor love without faith 

Meanwhile Mary stood outside near the tomb. She was weeping; 11 
and as she wept she leant into the tomb and saw two angels in 12 
white sitting there. One was at the head and the other at the feet 
where the body had lain. 

They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” 13 
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And she said, “Because they have taken my Lord and 1 do not 
know where they have laid him.” 

14 As soon as she said it she turned round and saw Jesus standing 
behind, but did not recognize him. 

15 “Woman, why are you weeping?” he said. “Who is it you are 
looking for?” 

And Mary, thinking it was the gardener, said to him, “Sir, if 
you have removed him, please tell me where you have laid him, 
and I will take him away.” 

16 Jesus replied, "Mary!” 

And she turned to him and said in Hebrew, "Rabbuni —My 
Master!” 

The withered hand which time interred 
Grasps in a moment the unseen 

17 Jesus said, “Do not touch me! I have not yet ascended to the 
Father. But go and tell my brothers, I am ascending to my 
Father and yours, to my God and yours.” 

18 Mary of Magdala then went to the disciples to tell them that she 
had seen the Lord and had been given this message. 

Joy the luminous cloud, Joy is the sweet voice 

19 On the evening of the same Sunday, when the assembled dis¬ 
ciples had the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them. 

20 “Peace to you,” he said, and having said it he showed them his 
hands and side. 

And the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 

To lift the smothering weight from off my breast 
zi He said to them again, “Peace to you. 

22 As the Father has sent me, I also send you.” Saying this he 

23 breathed on them, and added, “Receive the Holy Spirit: those 
whose sins you forgive shall have them forgiven; if you reserve 
forgiveness, then it shall be withheld.” 

378 



JOHN 20/2 


Believing where we cannot prove 

One of the Twelve, Thomas the so-called ‘Twin’, was not in the 24 
group when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore told him, 25 
“We have seen the Lord.” And he said, “Unless I see the mark 
of the nails in his hands and can put my finger in their imprint, 
and my hand into the wound in his side, I will not believe.” 

A week later when the disciples were again inside and Thomas 26 
in the company, the doors being locked, Jesus came and stood 
among them. 

“Peace to you,” he said. 

Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here—and look at my 27 
hands. Stretch out your hand and put it in this wound in my side. 
Therefore, cease this unbelief and have faith.” 

And Thomas answered, “My Lord and my God!” 28 

Jesus said to him, “So you have faith because you have seen me ? 29 
Happy those who come to the faith without having seen!” 

Nothing is innocent now but to act for life's sake 

Many other signs too Jesus did in the presence of his disciples, 30 
which are not recorded in this book. This selection has been 31 
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and that through this faith you may have eternal 
life in his name. 


This abiding Fisherman 

Afterwards Jesus again revealed himself to his disciples, by the 21, 1 
lake of Tiberias. It happened in this way. 

Simon Peter, Thomas the ‘Twin’, and Nathanael of Cana in a 
Galilee were along with the two sons of Zebedee and two other 
disciples. 

“I’m going fishing,” Simon Peter said to them. 3 

And they replied, “We’ll come with you.” 

They went out and got into the boat, but caught nothing all that 
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4 Early in the morning Jesus was standing on the shore, but the 
disciples did not know it was he. 

5 He said to them, “Friends, have you caught anything?” 

“No,” they replied. 

6 Then he said, “Let out your net to the right of the boat and you 
will make a catch.” 

They did so, and caught so many fish that they could not draw 
the net. 

7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It’s the 
Lord!” And as soon as he learnt it waa the Lord Simon Peter 
—not having been dressed—pulled on an overcoat and jumped 

8 into the water. The other disciples came with the boat, dragging 
the net of fish; for they were only about a hundred yards from 

9 the shore. When they landed they saw a fire with some fish on 
it, and bread beside it. 

io Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have caught.” 
n Simon Peter then climbed into the boat and hauled the net to 
land. It was weighed down with one hundred ard fifty-three big 
fish, but although the number was so large it was not torn. 

12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” 

And none of the disciples had the courage to ask, “Who are you ?” 
since they knew it was the Lord. 

13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and the fish as 
well. 

14 And this was the third time that Jesus appeared to his disciples 
after his resurrection. 

This unfailing guide 

15 After breakfast he said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do 
you love me more than these do ?” 

“Yes, Lord,” he replied, “you know that I love you.” 

And Jesus said, “Look after my little ones.” 

16 He asked him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love 

Peter answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 

And he said, “Shepherd my flock.” 

17 A third time he said to him, “Simon, son of John, do you love 
me?” 
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And Peter was hurt that he should ask him for a third time, ‘Do 
you love me?’ “Lord, you know all things,” he said, “you well 
know that I love you.” 

And Jesus said to him, “Look after my flock.” 

And one that is stronger shall gird thee, and lead thee swiftly 
Whither, O heart of Youth, thou wouldest not 

“Believe me,” he said to him, “when you were young, you 18 
dressed yourself and were free to go where you liked; but when 
you grow old you will stretch out your hands for another to dress 
you and lead you where you won’t like.” 

This he said in prediction of the death that Peter was to suffer 19 
for the glory of God. 

Then he added, “Follow me.” 

And they stretched forth their hands, and the wind of the spirit took 

When Peter looked round he saw' the disciple whom Jesus loved 20 
following behind, the one who had leant back against him at the 
supper and asked, “Lord, who is going to betray you?” 

Seeing him, Peter said to Jesus, “What will happen to him, 21 
Lord ?” 

And Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain until I come, is 22 
it any concern of yours? Let you follow me.” 

These words, therefore, went out among the Christians and were 23 
taken to mean that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not 
say that he would not die; all he said was, ‘If I want him to 
remain until I come, is it any concern of yours?’ 

Now that I start my journey to the truth 
Let me set down the burdens of my youth 

This is the disciple who testifies to these things; he it was who 24 
wrote them down. And we know that his testimony is true. 

There are many other things that Jesus did. If all were recorded 25 
in detail I doubt whether the world itself would hold the books 
that should be written. 
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